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As the Ski Club of Washington, D.C. pauses in 1986 to celebrate the fiftieth
anniversary of its founding, it seems looking back that the Club actually came of age
in the 1950's. It was a time many SCWDC members themselves were young adults,
consolidated their positions in society and embarked on new adventures in a spirit of
daring tempered by some trepidation. This, in essence, parallels the development of
the Club during the decade that began as 1950.
The decade began ominously. Little more than five years after the end of World
War II, American soldiers were once again fighting on foreign soil. This time they were fighting with other United
Nations forces in Korea, a distant place not familiar to most
Americans before the fighting began. In 1952 the United
States tested the new hydrogen bomb.
Many of the events of the 1950's foreshadowed the more
tumultuous decades that followed. However, the decade did
have its own momentous events. In 1950, Senator Joseph
McCarthy began what was to become a series of charges that
communist conspirators had infiltrated the government.
The so-called "McCarthy years" ended in 1954 when the
Senate by a 67-22 vote censured his actions.
Other milestones included the beginning of the Civil
Rights movement and the Supreme Court's ruling that segregation in public schools was unconstitutional. The Soviet
Union demonstrated that it had made significant advances
in its scientific programs first by exploding its first H-bomb
in 1952 and later by orbiting the first artificial satellite Sputnik. Voters elected General Dwight D. Eisenhower to
the presidency in 1952 and re-elected him in 1956.
By 1950 the Ski Club was 14 years old. For the Club, the
decade began quietly, with little indication it would eventually embark on the "Cabin Mountain" project. The formal
beginning took place in October 1951 when the membership approved a proposal to finance and operate its own ski
area near Davis, West Virginia. Dedicated efforts of Club
members deeply interested in skiing made it possible for
"Presidential Assistant Sherman Adams accepts the offer oE Mary Lou
Prehn to be honorary chairman oE the third annual Winter Carnival oE
the Ski Club oE Washington, D.C. The meeting between the Club's Carnival Queen and the ex-Governor oENew Hampshire, an ardent skier, took
place at the White House." January 17, 1957
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skiers to enjoy their sport in "relatively dependable" conditions "relatively near
home" throughout the decade. The Cabin Mountain project represented the memberships commitment to skiing. This dedication
carried the project into the 1960's, when it ended not because of faltering dedication to skiing,
but because of larger, commercial ski areas
with snow-making facilities developed closer
to Washington, D.C.
Although the skiers had enough work and
skiing to keep busy throughout the 1950's, other events were taking place which undoubtedly
caught the attention of even the most avid skier. Dr. Jonas Salk developed the anti-polio vaccine which would virtually eradicate the
dreaded disease, infantile paralysis. Mount Everest was conquered for the first time. Threedimensional (3-D) movies enjoyed a period of
popularity. Alaska and Hawaii were admitted
as the first non-contiguous states. Entertainment patterns were changing with the growing
popularity of a medium called television and a
new form of music called rock-In-roll. The rebellion of teenagers and young adults in the
1960's and 1970's was foreshadowed in the
movie, "Rebel Without A Cause" while social
unrest of ethnic groups was portrayed musically in "West Side Story."

"His Excellency, the Ambassador from Austria, Dr. Karl Gruber
[right] presents the Austrian-Hannes
Schneider Trophy to
SCWDC President Ralph Teunis. The trophy, created in 1957
for award annually to the best skier in the Club, was made in
Vienna." January 25, 1957

The Club's considerable energies were directed also toward projects much. smaller than
Cabin Mountain. SCWDC printed its own 58page handbook on where and how to ski, members taught skiing to other members
and racing programs developed. SCWDC expanded its involvement in non-skiing
activities such as tennis, fishing, camping and trips to Cape Hatteras. The Club also
expanded the Cabin Mountain area adding more rope tows to ease congestion in the
lines and, in the 1955-1956 ski season, held the first of what would become the annual
Winter Carnival.

By the end of the decade, the Club had reached the mid-point of the 50 years this
history celebrates. Its activities during the decade are comparable to the developmental years in the life of a 25-year-old adult. The quality of skiing during this period
depended upon the weather and the proximity of good natural snow to the Washington area. But it took youthful energies and dedication to exploit these possibilities to
the fullest.
Club activities during the 1950's reveal the same element present in the 1930's and
1940's - the membership's dedication to skiing, in spite of major obstacles requiring
substantial personal effort. The members who participated in the Cabin Mountain
era look back with nostalgia and pride. Skiing has grown considerably since these
years, equipment has improved and new areas have developed. It is unlikely, however, that todays skiers get more satisfaction out of skiing than the rno m hen; who
helped the Club come of age in the 1950's.
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Cabin Mountain

Recollections
by Gorman Young" 1985

In February of the 1950-51 ski season, in the midst of a local "green winter" and a
general scarcity of snow at Laurel Mountain and Seven Springs, I got a call from my
good friend, Hal Leich, asking me if I would like to go looking for snow. I said
skeptically, "What snow - where?" He answered that an airplane pilot friend of his
had reported observing large patches of snow on the mountain tops of the "Appalachian Front" as he flew over. Hal said he had been studying his topo maps and
figured that there ought to be snow in West Virginia. "Fine," I said, "let's go!"
On a clear Saturday morning as we drove west on Route 55 towards Petersburg,
West Virginia, we got our first glimpse of snow-covered peaks. What a sight! Eureka!
We had found it! But as we finally reached the area of "Seneca Rocks", we discovered
to our chagrin that to reach these Elysian fields it was going to be no simple feat.
After two false starts trying to climb the steep sides of forested and rocky slopes
towards snow with skis and boots weighing us down, we gave up and continued
driving along Route 3, somewhat sobered by our difficulties in reaching skiable
snow. The road continued to climb upward and at the top of a long steep hill, we came
around a bend into Canaan Valley and suddenly there on a ridge in an upland pasture
was a large snow drift which came within 600' of the road in the backyard of a
farmhouse. Gee, it looked good - and accessible too.
We went up to the farm house, knocked on the door and a large kindly-faced farm
woman appeared at the door. After we explained that we would like permission to ski
on her snow, she broke into a big smile and nodded her approval. Her name was Irene
Mauzy, and she and her husband, Hobe, later became close friends of the Ski Club
and staunch allies of our enterprise.
•
That first skiing was an experience. After a
short steep climb up the backbone of a ridge, we
got to the top of the" drift", put on our skis and
started to slide around. Just about that time we
noticed a bull pawing the ground at the edge of
the drift. This startled us as he apparently intended to cross that drift whether we were there or not!
To our relief, he changed his mind leaving the
field of battle to us. We worked up quite a sweat
climbing and skiing, and after a couple of hours
of that we decided to go into Davis, the nearest
town about ten miles away. Riding along we were
taken with the beauty of the wide valley surrounded by a ring of mountains.
In Davis we discovered the Worden's Hotel, a
large frame structure, which was a relic of the
heyday of the lumbering industry. At one time
Davis had been the center of the timbering boom
.•.
which indiscriminately demanded the area's giant
spruce. The hotel was very picturesque. Its large
dinino room at one time had evidently been the
bar room where lumbermen gathered to socialize. On one wall still stood the original,
long, marble-topped bar with a big mirror behind it. In the dining room and parlor
there were numerous old photographs of men working at the planing mills and
sawmills. The remains of these old mills were still standing on the outskirts of town
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looking very much like ancient Roman ruins.
For $1 apiece we got a nice double room and bath. The food was plentiful, good and
cheap. For about $1 to $1.50 you could get a real meal including home-baked bread
and pies. Delicious! We explored the town and found a very
colorful "saloon" on Main Street with pot-bellied wood stove,
pool table, spittoons, brass rail bar over which hung a huge
painting of "Custer's Last Stand". The locals looked us over
pretty sharply when we entered but were friendly. We stuck
around long enough to have a beer and soak up the atmosphere.
We were well-pleased with this quiet little town which was
soon to be transformed into a skiers' mecca.
Wl:S
Next day we went back to the "drift" for more skiing and then
on to Washington to spread the glad tidings that there was inLOCATED IN TfiE HlGHES T
deed a skier's "Shangri'La" in "them thar hills".
INCORPORATE/) TOWN
At the next Club meeting we described our experience and
EAST
T/IE ROC!(VMOIJ;YTAINS
suggested that others might like to follow our trail - in fact we
waxed poetic about it - so much so that before long many others
v
were trying the "drift" and the hospitality of the Worden's Hotel.
The rest is history. The Club had about $1,000 in the treasury.
SinglG AccomodJions:tl~ pcr night
If we could lease the snow rights and construct a rope tow, we
Cou~es: $3~ per night
would be in business. Crazy? Well the idea caught on and over
rooms w'lth bath slightly higher
the next spring and summer work parties, including members
with engineering "know how," analyzed the situation and decid1954-55
ed it was practical. At a September meeting of the Club, the
SCWDC Ski Handbook
necessary approval was obtained and the project was on its way.
Enthusiasm is what drove the project. All kinds of talent were freely contributed
by Club members! Great work parties, great satisfaction and great fun as work
progressed. There was an "esprit de corps" the likes of which I have never seen. The
Mauzys lent a helping hand with a team of horses and wagon to haul construction
materials to the top of the slope.
Irene and Belmont Cleavor, who owned Worden's Hotel, were always interested in
our comings and goings. A long-distance call to Katherine Cleaver to confirm a room
reservation and keys with your name would be hung on a bulletin board in the hallhelp yourself if you arrive late at night. Room parties, charades in the parlor - the
place was ours. We felt most welcome at this sort of low-key and friendly home away
from home.
It was a great undertaking and those of us who participated were rewarded with
some of the best fun of our lives.
Q.otJVIS,

T VIRGINIA

or

f Exu\\enr roocl

Good News We herewith submit a write-up of a new
area ... discovered by two intrepid members of the Club ... Credit for the discovery goes to Hal Leich and Gorman Young
who, with noble intent and desperate
gleam in eye, started out in search of snow
... Several years ago, while returning from
a somewhat fruitless search for snow, Hal
had seen what looked like a promising
patch in the mountains.
In true pioneer
spirit, he circled the area on his map (topographical,
of course) and made mental
plans to return for further exploration. For
details on his somewhat delayed but successful return, we quote Hal's report:

'The fondest hopes of two Ski Club
snow-chasers were realized on February 24
when Gorman and I found a young "glacier" of corn snow reposing on the steep

f

New Area or In The Hills of West Virginny

slopes of a West Virginia meadow ....
There we found a snowdrift that would do
credit to the Rockies in spring - a patch
about 200 yards long and maybe 80' wide,
varying in depth from a feather edge to
about 15' at the lower end.
This unsuspected gold mine is on the
Heitz Farm, directly opposite the Pine
Ridge Danceland, and is one of the few ski
slopes we know with a built-in beer joint
(open on Sundays). At the top the slope is
plenty steep (maybe 30°) flattening out at
the lower end. The whole patch is tilted
sharply to the right as you look down from
the top, and will turn you into a lop-sided
skier if you don't watch it. No tow of
course, but climbing back is easy since you
can walk on the grass.
Three native Canaanites assured us that

the patch lasts well into July in a good
year; they use wagons to haul snow down
to the beer joint in summer. This year the
snow patch is smaller than usual, but
should last for some good spring skiing
anyhow. This Fabulous "glacier" lies in a
natural snow trap - a shallow gully Facing
due north in a region of high pastures (elevation about 3,700') and strong westerly
winds.
We could go on about the old saloon at
Davis, unchanged since logging days, and
the beautiful (but bare)slopes dipping into
Canaan Valley from Bald Knob and Weiss
Knob (summits about 4,400'). If you get
out there as we did, you'll never be happy
until you can get back when the powder is
a foot deep over the entire valley (incidentally, average annual snowfall is around
too").
March 1951 Bulletin
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Joseph Watson/Ed Couch
1950-1951

by Lura Dillard/Ed Couch

The 1950's seemed to begin on a "business as usual" note in the spring, but in fact
by late winter events were brewing that would impact on the Club for more than 20
years.
At the first 1950-51 membership meeting in October, the president, Dr. Joseph H.
Watson, announced he had been called to active duty by the Army and would leave
October 14. Another announcement would have repercussions for the next 24 years:
the Club had voted at the April business meeting for 100% membership in the Us.
Eastern Amateur Ski Association at the previous meeting. Dues had to be increased to
$4 for individuals and $6.50 a couple with the hope that "groans will be few and
inaudi ble".
The summer months had been filled with social activities. Nearly 100 people were
at the Potomac Boat House in May for a "Let's Get Acquainted" party. The night was
hot, and the beer ran low, but spirits stayed high with an excellent comedy film.
In June, Bill Kemper led a group to Skyline Drive for a hike and picnic which
featured rope climbing for the adventurous and wild strawberries for those who kept
their eyes and feet on the ground. In July 34 members departed Deale, Maryland in
two fishing boats. After a long cruise to good fishing ground, the two groups caught
81 fish. An unexpected bonus was a visit to Sharp's Island Lighthouse. All agreed the
trip was a smashing success.
The heat of early August found another group at Pine Grove State Park, Pennsylvania for a weekend swimming party. Eleven members spent the night in Army
surplus equipment under a beautiful grove of pine trees.
Folkdancing at Potomac Boat House was September's social event. Actually it was a
camouflaged farewell party for the departing president, Joe Watson.
With the return of cooler weather in October, 50 members headed for the foothills
to hike Old Rag Mountain. It was the last event of the off-ski season activities and set
the tone for the coming ski season.
The December Bulletin tells us,
Thanksgiving weekend provided a bountiful spread of weird weather
throughout the East, bringing rain and floods in New England and so
much snow in the Alleghenies that the Laurel Mountain area was inaccessible to the snow-hungry Washingtonians. However, not to be dismayed or
discouraged, a few of the members skied right here at home. Art and
Phyllis Kurle, Ed and Bessie Couch, and Emily Baldridge headed for Course
B in Rock Creek Park and managed to ski the snow off in no time fla t. Each
trip down they had to pick a new course since the skis wore the snow right
off
Dr. Watson did not receive his final orders until February 1951 and left Washington
after chairing his last meeting. Vice President Ed Couch assumed the duties of the
president and chaired the remaining meetings.
That same month, Gorman Young and Hal Leich went exploring and "discovered"
the West Virginia drift of natural snow which was to become the focus of the Ski Club
of Washington, p.c. for the next decade. The story as told in detail by Gorman and Hal
is included elsewhere in this book.
Simply put, the drift discoverers got membership backing for the proposal, purchased an unused rope tow and made surveys and a model to show the membership that
spring. All opposition to the idea was beaten and approval was rapid.
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The 1950-51 season ended on an anything but business-as-usual basis - SCWDC
was operating a ski area, Cabin Mountain. It became a 10-year project for the Club and
the first ski area in West Virginia, impacting greatly the economy of that state.

Seated leEt of Flowers: Fritz Loosli
Seated right of Flowers. Joe Watson, Alice Hoy
Standing right: Charlie Brun (behind Watson), Emily Baldridge (white hat) Seated Far leFt: Gorman Young
Standing leEt: Kay Farmer (extreme left), Joan Hauswirth (in hat), Dick Farmer behind Roberta Darragh, Jeanne
Dubendorf,

Louise Grotlisch

and Bob Broad.

Excerpts from Jetter by Ed Couch May 1984
During the 1950-51 year, I was vice-president and later became president from late
January thru April, because Dr. Joseph Watson was called into service during the
Korean confrontation ....
The Cabin Mountain drift was some find and provided very usable skiing 175 miles
from Washington. The miles seemed short compared to 550 or so to New England areas.
Still, it was a long trip as so many work weekends proved. We thought the drift had
such good possibilities that we talked to Irene and Hobart Mauzy about a ski area that
weekend and received a tentative yes. Next we had to get the membership to back the
proposal, which they did. Then we located an unused rope tow north of Oakland,
Maryland. We went to the hardware store owner, who looked us over a couple of
minutes then set a price agreeable to both parties. Surveys were made that spring and a
model made to show the membership. Approval was rapid and we beat out any possible
competition. It amazed us that some local could pass up such a chance.
Bessie Couch served as rodman and general helper with the surveys as she had on
many ski projects. Her patience and understanding were a vital factor. During the
survey an old doe followed at her heels. The doe was called "Granny" by the Mauzys.
Prior to each deer season "Granny" would crawl under a near-by hay barn and not
return until all the shooting was over. That happened several autumns while we were
operating the ski area.
Planning and construction was accomplished during the summer and fall with the
aid of almost the entire membership. It should also be mentioned that Irene and Hob
were key figures, too. The plant was ready for operation just before the first snow in late
November. In our hurry to meet the schedule, we did not keep a running roster, but the
membership roles of that time would indicate how many people worked on the project.
Almost anything was possible with the many skills available in SCWDC
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Our vice president, Ed Couch, has again
been appointed one of the International
Jumping Judges, approved for judging any
championship
in the world. He is one of
the three in the East, and there are only 9
in the country. Appointed by the National Ski Association, Ed has been on the list
for ten years now. He has also been asked
to head the Ski Engineering
Committee
this year for the U.s. Eastern Amateur Ski
Association.
November 1950 Bulletin

Ed and Bessie Couch enjoy SCWDC Gourmet
Dining program at a local restaurant.

From the personal notes of Hal

Leich,

1950-51.

fohn Clair
UNITED

STATES EASTERN

With compulsory
membership
in the
United States Eastern Amateur Ski Association, the Ski Club of Washington,
D.C.
has raised its dues to $4 a season. We are in
hopes that the groans will be few and inaudible, for it would seem to us that there is
no question but what there are many advantages to be gained, for the individual
and for the club; the price is still very reasonable, considering that it includes all the
above-mentioned
advantages, plus the Ski
Club activities - with a number of excellent ski films in store, guest speakers, club
trips, refreshments at some meetings, parties, etc. We might add that the USEASA,
as the guiding organization of skiing in
the East, deserves the support of any skier
who is really interested in the sport and in
seeing it grow.
October 1950 Bulletin
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AMATEUR

SCWDC,

December

1965

SKI ASSOCIATION

At present there are only three clubs
with 100% membership in the
Eastern
Amateur Ski Association, of over 200: the
Hartford Ski Club (414), the Amateur Ski
Club of New York (294), and the Snowbirds of Lake Placid (262). There are three
others with over 100 members: The Winnepesaukee (N.H.), the Norway (Brooklyn), and the Brattleboro (Vt.) Ski Clubs.
Now that the Ski Club of Washington,
D.C. has voted 100% membership in the
Eastern, we can take our place among the
top clubs in the East.
November 1950 Bulletin

u.s.

The Ski Council voted to make John
Clair, of New York, an honorary member
of the Ski Club of Washington, D.C. John,
who has spoken at several of our meetings,
is very active in ski circles, is President of
the Long Island Ski Club, President of the
New York City Ski Council, and a member
of the Board of Directors of the US. Eastern Amateur Ski Association. He has taken a tremendous
interest in our Club,
attends most of our meetings, and has given his enthusiastic cooperation on a number of occasions.
November 1950 Bulletin

Editor's Note: fohn Clair is credited with motivating SCWDC to become a 100%
USEASA club. Although not a 5CWDC member, he was made an Honorary Member in
recognition of his efforts in the Eastern issue. The double black diamond trail, Clair's
Way, at Hunter Mountain, New York is named after fohn.

Gorman Young
1951-1952

by Rick Engelman

The new Club president, Gorman Young, had a lot to look forward to as he took
office in 1951. The next twelve months would be among the most exciting and
challenging times in Club history.
It was Gorman Young, along with Hal Leich, who first discovered the "glacier" in
February, 1951. Located on Cabin Mountain near what is now West Virginia's Canaan Valley State Park ski area, this glacier was a reliable and persistent snow patch.
Usually, it was some 600 feet long by 80 feet wide with a varying depth up to fifteen
feet. The snow cover sometimes lasted into July. By todays standards, with the
advent of snow-making, this would be just another snow drift unlikely to draw the
attention of even the most desperate skiers. However, in the early 1950's there were
few organized ski areas and skiers had to rely on Mother Nature to provide the snow.
The most popular area for Washington skiers at that time was Laurel Mountain
Slopes in Pennsylvania. Unfortunately, it was often crowded and sometimes lacked
sufficient snow-cover. Thus skiers were always on the lookout for places with better
and more reliable snow conditions. So it was with great anticipation that Gorman
Young and others tried to convince the Ski Club to invest an estimated $550 to set up
and develop its own ski area on the "drift".
A special Club meeting was called in August to discuss and vote on the project.
Although only two people at the meeting opposed the project, the fifty-one members
in attendance did not represent a quorum and thus the decision had to be postponed.
The project was finally approved at the first regular Club meeting of the year in
October. In 1985, Gorman Young described it by saying,
In October 1951, the SCWDC officially committed itself to the proposition of operating its own ski area at Cabin Mountain in Canaan Valley near
Davis, Hlest Virginia. The culmination of a year of discovery, exploration
and planning was the signing of a lease with a West Virginia farm family
for the right to develop and operate a ski area for the use of the Club
members and the public on the upland pasture behind the farmhouse.
And what would we use as an uphill conveyance? Why, a rope tow of !
course. In todey's sophisticated world of triple chairs, gondolas and cable
cars, this may sound rather prosaic but at the time it was the most prevalent
means of uphill conveyance, and fast too!
This was an exciting event for the young Club of some 300 members and,
as it later proved, a tremendously important act in the development of
skiing in the Appalachian region south of Pennsylvania. It was also a first
in West Virginia as well as all points south. Unknowingly - the Club was
about to make its mark on the development of skiing in the Mid-Atlantic
and southern regions of the United States and local skiing history - what
mattered to us at the time was that we had found a place that offered natural
snow cover when none else was available in our area.
It didn't take long to get going. A lease was signed for "snow rights" and by
October 11, the first work crew began attacking the mountain. The Club bought and
installed a used rope tow from a defunct rope-tow ski operation at what is now
known as Wisp at Deep Creek Lake in Maryland. With an old truck motor and
chassis to drive the rope, the lift covered some 650 feet. A warming hut which held 20
people was built at the hill top. This was truly a Club effort - fifty to sixty members
and friends spent some 800 man-and-woman-hours
from October to December.
Local West Virginia residents helped by providing roofing materials for the warming
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hut, digging holes for the rope tow poles, loaning tools, and providing a wagon and
horses to haul lumber. After lots of hard work, the Cabin Mountain ski area opened
in December.
The area was billed as the "only organized ski area south of the Mason-Dixon line"
and averaged thirty skiers a weekend. Daily lift tickets cost $1 for members ($1.50 for
non-members) and inexpensive lodging was available at Worden's Hotel, ten miles
away in Davis.
The Cabin Mountain development was headed by a committee of six members
who, because of their construction skills and hard work, became known (with a
smile) as "The Masterbuilders". The project cost around $800 and almost depleted the
Club treasury. However, most members felt it was well worth it. Three members of
the group (Ed Couch, Paul Tarver, and Art Kurle) were each later elected Club
president. Hal Leich who had been president in 1937, 1942 and part of 1947, later
became an Honorary Member. Gorman Young and Dick Bains rounded out the
committee.
The opening of the ski area wasn't the only Club activity. SCWDC also published a
new Skiers' Handbook with sixty pages of valuable information on where and how to
ski. It was paid for by such advertisements as Dovre ski bindings, All American
Airways, Head and Paris skis, Cannon Mountain, Mad River Glen, and Blueberry
Hill ski areas. Even the Hotel Jerome in Aspen advertised.
The key person on the Handbook was Charlie Brun who was both business and
advertising manager. Charlie, also the Club's vice president, operated a ski shop out
of the basement recreation room of his house on Bangor Street, S.E., which was often
a center of Club activities. Besides using his industry contacts to sell advertising for
the Handbook, Charlie wrote several of the articles. His shop's phone number also
served as the Club's telephone number. Charlie provided a central clearing house of
information on such things as ski conditions, where to go and where to stay, ski
equipment, etc.
The 1952 Olympics were to be held in Oslo, Norway. The Ll.S, Olympic Ski Team
was short of money and the Club was asked for a donation. A raffle brought in $174.
The Olympic Team manager made presentations at Club meetings. Also, the cultural
attache from the Norwegian Embassy spoke on ski history.
The Club tried during the year to move away from bus trips towards organized car
pooling. Although this allowed more flexibility, there were some disputes and discussion regarding the fair amount for drivers to charge. S* Nevertheless, ski trips
were run to Cabin Mountain, Laurel Mountain, and Gray Rocks in Canada. In
addition, several small groups of members got together and skied Aspen, Mad River
Glen, and other locations.
The Club membership was loaded with talent and knowledge. Members taught ski
classes and a Red Cross class on first aid and accident prevention. Two members
traveled the country competing and distinguishing themselves in several national ski
jumping championships. At the annual Tri State Races, at Laurel Mountain, SCWDC
took first and second place in Women's Downhill, first place in women's Slalom, and
first and second place in the Junior Boy's race.
The Skier's Handbook indicates that the primary membership requirement was
interest rather than proficiency in skiing. However, many of the 293 members were
interested in other activities as well. The Club sponsored tennis and ice skating
programs as well as the annual dance.
All-in-all, the 1951-52 Club year was an extremely busy one for Gorman Young
and the Club. This extract from the April, 1952 Bulletin sums it up best,
in the minds and memories of a great many members, no other
officer has devoted more time and energy, unflagging enthusiasm, nor
brought to our Club more prestige, than Gorman Young. This has been one
of the most active and successful years in the Club's history, despite the
paucity of snow in our area. Gorman's compelling leadership was an inspiration and incentive to all officers and Council members, who deserve
tribute from all members for the unusual accomplishments of the season."
N •••
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Handbooks went to every embassy and
legation in Washington, 50 don't be surprised if you find a charge d'affaires on
Worden's Hotel stairs. Yes, the Russians
got a Handbook, too.
Irene Mauzy, whom you might call our
ski-slope landlady, has donated a downslope warming-hut! Labor details will remember the toolshed - it has been
cleaned out, swabbed down, and will by

We received quite a response to the suggestions printed in last month's bulletin
regarding
summer activities. Tennis has
apparently
more devotees in the Ski Club
than any of the other activities. To date we
have received 20 replies, 10 fellows and 10
girls. We feel this is enough to make up a
good round robin tournament,
and a meeting will be held at an early date to get it
started.
Square Dancing brought quite a few replies too, but unfortunately
it seems to be
popular mostly with the girls. Fourteen
gals expressed an interest as against four
fellows. We're afraid that combination
would not make for a very successful
dance.
The other categories
brought
replies
from one or two interested members each
only, and a few made notations
asking
about golf. It appears that the interest in
any of these (drama, music, rock climbing,
golf) is too small to warrant organizing a
group.
March 1952 Bulletin

TENNIS:

1952

Of summer activities,
tennis brought
the largest and only significant
response.
Of over thirty enthusiasts
for tennis and
twenty others, all but two offered to do
some kind of work in connection with the
activities. Isn't that remarkable?
April 1952 Bulletin

ARE THUMPING (SOMETHE NAIL HEADS) AND
A'BUZZIN' (BETIMES IN A
LINE) ....

On Friday, October 19, the first construction crew for the ski tow and warming-hut arrived at Worden's Hotel ....
In brilliant sunshine and crisp air, under the professional direction of Ed Couch
and Dick Bains, 11 pioneer souls laid to on
the slope. With Ed and Dick surveying the
layout, all hands gouged nine three-foot
holes for the warming-hut
post-holes,
hauled lumber by horse and cart, cleared

brush, staked out the tow-pole holes, and
completed the Hooring of the warming hut
by Sunday afternoon. The holes ... will be
completed
(and put into place without
compensation)
by Mr. Parks, of the local
area telephone company ....
Jim Meyer, mayor of Davis, has made us
a gift of the roofing for the warming-hut;
Mr. G.P. Smith, of the Chamber of Commerce, lent us tools; Hobe and Irene
Mauzy ... provided the wagon and horses
for hauling lumber, as well as assistance
with the hauling, aided by Mrs. Mauzy's
brother Oscar.

THE NOISE IN THE BACK OF THE
ROOM
May we have a Word?
When a speaker is given the floor,
The dull murmur becomes quite a roar;
Next lime, all those yakking
Will soon be sent packing Such bad manners we strictly abhor.
The Ski Council
October 1951 Bulletin
WEEKEND BUS TRIPS TO WEST
VIRGINIA
next week have installed a big old pot-belly stove, also donated by Mr$;, Mauzy

A

The cost is lower than ever before - a
twenty dollar bill should easily cover the
weekend's
expenses, including
bus fare,

The second weekend, the frame, most of
three sides and half the roof were completed, despite rain, fog and bitter cold on Sun-

benevolent lady jf there ever was one.
Both warming-huts could use some ski
posters or other decorations (no chintz,

tow fees, all meals and lodging. These trips

day. Nonetheless,

offer members
get acquainted

pb).

skiin~ and after-ski fun.

distaff side, or so-called weaker sex, wielded saws, hammers,
and threw lumber
about. So good for the complexion, girls!
November 1.951. Bulletin

January

1952 Bulletin

a wonderful opportunity
to
and to enjoy inexpensive
January

1952

Bulletin

on both weekends the
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Edmund Couch, Jr.
1952-1953

by Ed Couch"

Cabin Mountain was important to skiing below the Mason-Dixon line and of
particular importance to the maturing of 5CWDC. Along with 5hawneeland in 1958,
it sparked areas in the Carolinas and Virginia.
My first full year as president followed the first year of operation at Cabin Mountain. The ski area added a new dimension to
Club administration. At the April Council meeting, Paul Tarver
was appointed Cabin Mountain manager - an excellent choice.
During that time we also began to consider summer sports
activities. Water skiing was one of Dr. Watson's suggestions.
The price was $5 per day for the use of facilities at Beverly Beach,
but it seems that the time was not right.
In the early fall, Vice President John McAdams saw a need for
a membership drive to raise more operating funds. His efforts
were so successful that in January it was necessary to move to
larger quarters at Woodward and Lothrop on Western Avenuea sign of advancement for a Club with a new ski area on its
hands.
Also in the fall of 1952, 5CWDC sent three delegates to the
Eastern Ski Association convention in Lake Placid, New York. In addition, Dr.
Watson was elected as a director in Eastern, and I as president served on the Association's nominating committee. After becoming a 100% Eastern membership club, we
were gaining recognition in the governing body in the Association. 50 it was fitting
that one of the largest clubs in the country and particularly one from the Nation's
Capital assume a responsible share in ski matters.
Later in the year, a faction proposed withdrawing from the 100% classification,
arguing it was too expensive and not worth the time and effort. That vva s a shocker to
one who had spent a whole career working for the benefit of a fine sport. The
proposal failed at the annual meeting in April and the Club continued its association
with Eastern for more than 20 years. After that time Club members served on
regional, national and international bodies supporting the sport and US. skiers.
Our experience during the first winter at Cabin Mountain showed that more
services were needed. There were so many first-timers that a teaching program was
formed. The next winter, the injury rate dropped from eight to one. The teaching
program became a permanent fixture. It was soon expanded to the "Wee Ones" four years and up, with Bessie Couch as their teacher. Her method was "follow me
closely, and do as I do." It seemed unorthodox then, but the results were most
rewarding, and it is now an accepted method. Once I told her admiringly that she
reminded me of a mother hen with chicks as she led the kids over the various areas of
the ski hill.
Today I still believe that the creation of the Cabin Mountain ski area and the
continuance of our Eastern membership were beneficial to the Ski Club of Washington, D.C., and to the cause of skiing in general.
JI.
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Editor's Note: Ed sent this chapter to the History Project before his death in 1985. He is an Honorary
Member of SCWDC and in both the Colorado Ski Hall of Fame in Vail and the National Ski Hall of
Fame, Ishpeming, Michigan. In addition to his many contributions to the Club, the development of the
Cabin Mountain Ski Area and the production of the Club film, "Dtiltlsnd". Ed contributed to competitive ski jumping on a national level as the designer of over 150 ski jumps and as a certified national
jumping judge. In 1948 he became an International Ski Federation judge with the official card #9.
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Photos from The Washington
LETTER #1
To whom it may concern
This letter is in reEerence to my Waterville Valley weekend my charges
against [the driver oE the car pool]
BeEore leaving Ear this trip I asked him
[Ear}the transportation Eee.[He said} that it
costs him Eour cents a mile to drive his car
and two cents a mile apiece would be sharing the expense oE the trip plus dividing
the toll charges.
Dishonesty,
corruption
among the
members was something I have never experienced and never heard of ....
Upon
arriving home ... his charges were $29 ....
The Eollowing day ... I was talking to
[another member} about the horrible trip
[and realized} that I was charged For the
Eull expense oEthe trip .... He said that the
trip cost him Eorty dollars ... he charges
Four cents a mile no matter how many passengers are along ... I explained to him
that you cannot set up an estimate Ear one
person as you would Ear three. I do not
weigh as much as three other people nor
could I cause the depreciation [of} three
people ....
I told him I was going to [Club} officials
... and his response was iE I did so, he
would blacken my name 50 that it would
be impossible Ear me to get a ride with
anyone else
I called him, "Dam Fool"
and hung up
.
Should drivers be permitted to use the
Club's name and set themselves up as public carriers (without licenses)? Are the rates
suppose to exceed the Greyhound Bus
Company, Inc.? Their rate to Plymouth,
New Hampshire is $25.06 round trip ....
Are we not set up as a non-profitable organization ... ?
I do not believe that the Club is overrun
by the element that I have just described
... I hope ... that legislation would be set
up in our constitution to discourage this
sort of thing From happening again ....
Letter found in archives

AND LETTER #2
"A short summary oEthe costs involved in
running a 4-door Chevrolet Eor almost
three years and 50,000 miles"
To whom it may concern:
The figures ... below do not include ...
costs ... attributed to my taking the car
into ski country ....
A cracked windshield caused by flying
gravel on a dirt road. A scrape down the
left side oEthe body - probably caused by
someone skidding
while my car was
parked. A pushed-in grill [by} some drunk
at the White Star. A tow charge after a
snow plow buried my car in about eight
Eeet oE snow. A tow charge when my car
skidded into a ditch coming Erom Laurel
Mountain.
Neglecting these costs we must still consider operating costs. Gasoline costs 15-17
miles/gallon at between 26-28 cents/gallon = 1.65-1.9 cents/mile
Oil change.2
Oil filter
.04
Changing tires every 20,000 miles
.4
Motor overhauled $120 & rear end bearing
replaced $80
.4
Wheel alignment .15 Brakes relined .03
Spark plugs cleaned and replaced
.1
Front wheel bearings
.1
Springs packed
.05 Universals packed
.05
A winter and spring tune up
.2
This brings the total cost to about 3.6
cents per mile (plus)
Depreciation
1.3 License/insurance.8
and round trip tolls
$7.50
The total length oE the trip was 1,300
miles ....
in all my ski trips ... I never
have had such a person in my car. I requested $28 and received $24 ....
This woman went into hysterics when I
travelled at .50miles an hour or faster. She
would give a loud moan and hide her head
each time I would pass a car. I was the only
driver and this trip was the most arduous
I've ever undertaken ....
Letter Eound in archives

Star, Feb. 1953

AND SCWDC RESPONSE
The Council members came to the following conclusions:
a. Based on the amounts stated prior to
making the trip, a rate of two (2) cents per
mile Ear 1,300 miles plus one half of $7.50
for toll fees would total $29.75.
b. Based on the experience of members
of the Council and other members of the
Club, the rate charged was at the upper
limit oE charges made Ear ski Irips in the
past ....
The Council is without authority to establish rates for car sharing ... and can
only advise .... It is correct procedure to
arrive at a firm agreement regarding expenses in advance of starting the trip and
at the same time careful estimates should
be made oE the anticipated totals for the
trip. In the past the handbook has mentioned one (1) cent per mile as being an
equitable rate based on four people to the
car.
It is regretted that your trip to Waterville Valley was such a keen disappointment to you and I trust that the above
inFormation will be oE use to you in the
Future.
Sincerely,
Edmund Couch, [r., President
Ski Club of Washington, D.C.
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Paul Tarver/John McAdams
1953-1954

by fohn McAdams & Paul Tarver

The Club was "blessed" with two presidents during the 1953-54 year. Paul Tarver,
who served from May to November, married during the summer and resigned as
president to take his Ski Club bride, Helga Meyer, to Germany on an extended
honeymoon. A new nominating committee was appointed; the result was the election
of Vice President John McAdams, a member for six years, to finish out the term until
the next election in April.
Club membership had grown and we were in sound financial condition with cash
reserves exceeding $500. We had an excellent organization, with strong support from
the members and 18 years experience in organizing and promoting the still little
known sport of snow skiing.
The year was to see many accomplishments:
- The Club-operated ski area on Cabin Mountain, Davis, West Virginia was in full
operation with as many as 85 skiers buying tickets in a single day.
- The winter was to provide ten wonderful weekends of plentiful
natural snow for skiing during one of the best snow years on
record.
- Membership exceeded 300 for the first time, making the Club
one of the largest in the nation.
- Delegates to the Eastern Amateur Ski Association meeting in
Providence, Rhode Island brought back new support for training
and qualifying ski patrolmen for the first time.
- We invited the Governor of West Virginia to visit the Cabin
Mountain Ski area as a guest of the Club.
- A movie entitled "Driftland," on the Club ski area at Davis, was
being produced by Joe Gray.
- Honorary Memberships were made lifetime memberships and
Ed Couch was named the fifth SCWDC Honorary Member.
- A telephone was installed at the Davis ski area for up-to-theminute weather reports.
- Races were held at Cabin Mountain and for the first time
trophies for both men and women were awarded.
In less than two decades the Club had grown from a few members
skiing at Manassas Gap, Virginia and Turner's Gap, Maryland
without the benefit of tows or lifts, to a large well-organized Club
which built and operated the first ski tow south of the Potomac.
True, there were early organized ski areas in Pennsylvania: Split
Rock, Big Boulder, Laurel Mountain (built before the war with
Mellon Foundation assistance) and Seven Springs (built by hand by
the immortal skier Adolf Dupre, an Austrian immigrant who demanded the highest standards and sometime impossible perfection
of skiers). Factors responsible for the rapid advancement of skiing
John McAdams with wife, Margaret,
in the Washington area included more available automobile transwearing the 5CWDC ski patch, 1950'5.
portation (nearly everyone now owned a car), technical advances in
equipment and clothing, and increased earning power since the
Depression. More important than these was the psychology of the times - the spirit
of a younger generation brave enough and willing enough to risk the untried and to
venture into new sports and new places that really made the sport of skiing grow. The
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Club was the nucleus, the organization, that
Washington skiers and would-be skiers rallied
around.
Tow lines were getting too long at Cabin
Mountain with a record number of 85 on the
slopes. It was decided at both Council and
member meetings that a five-minute wait for
the tow was just too long and that something
had to be done about it and fast. Plans were
made for a second tow and a committee appointed to buy a suitable truck chassis as the
power source.
It was cold in the unisex outhouses on the
slopes and plans were made for installing indoor bathrooms for both men and women in a
new warming hut that would be larger than the
one built on the side of the Mauzys' house.
Parking

was another

problem.

Some

skiers

had to park on the main roads as much as several hundred feet from the entrance to the ski area
- a new experience for skiers. It was decided to
enlarge the parking area at the entrance. We
appealed to the State of West Virginia which
Paul Tarver and family, Mt. Hood, 1960's
provided grading on the condition that the
Club would purchase the drain conduits, which we did.
We were in the third year of a five-year lease. The rate was a grand sum of $50 per
year. It was decided that this might be a good time to renew the lease and give the
Mauzys, the landowners, a larger fee and some of the profits. A new lease was
negotiated for a period of ten years at an annual rental of $100 plus 15 percent of the
net operating revenue, insuring many more years of skiing at Cabin Mountain.
At the final meeting of the year, the social chairman, Rosemary Leon, reported that
arrangements had been made for a beer party at the Christian Heurich Brewing
Company Hall (located where the Kennedy Center now stands) and that the company
would provide all the beer we could drink. Rosemary also reported summer plans for
a swim party in the Potomac at Villa Equador (above Great Falls at river bend), a
picnic at Westmoreland Park (on the northern neck of Virginia), and a fishing party
on the Chesapeake Bay. Wilkins Coffee Company continued providing free coffee for
all Ski Club events.
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It is the suggestion of the undersigned
that another member has earned [Honorary Membership] A lifetime of skiing, of
championship caliber in jumping, currently a jumping hill designer and jumping judge, he is outstanding in his efforts
to make the Club investment at Davis pay
dividends in the growth of the sport, and
without detracting from the many who
have worked hard at the Cabin Mountain
development, is entitled to the name of
"Mr. Davis" ....
We therefore request that the Council
give serious consideration to ... electing
Edmund Couch, Jr. to be the fifth Honorary Member of the Ski Club of Washington, D.C.
February 1954
[Letter tofohn McAdams from 10SCWDC
members and 5 Club presidents}
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FAREWELL

TRIBUTE TO SCWDC VOLUNTEERS

At the last meeting of the year held at
Palisades Field House, Dana and Sherrier

"A Club is no more than the people in it.
Although it is not possible to name all of
those who did the work and the organizing
in 1953, here are a few not mentioned in
the list of officers:
Ed Couch (standing right) as "Ski Club
Mayor of Davis",

Place, N.W., many members came on the
number 20 streetcar marked Cabin John.
This was the streetcar line that went also to
Glen Echo and was the finest ride in the
area as it went through woods and glades
along the beautiful Potomac palisades, all
for 15 cents or two tokens for a quarter.
The meeting was concluded by Joe Gray,
our amateur film artist par excellence, who
demonstrated his talents in the field of ski
poetry:
"DRIFTLAND"
In a climate of little snow many a skier
may sigh and say,
Oh, give me a hill with a tow and let me
ski the trail today.
A mountain high ideal t'would be with
incline long from tip to tow.
The perfect spot for one to ski a paradise
so deep in snow.
Above the valley called Canaan rises a
slope where all may go.
It's West Virginia Sky terrain, a wonder
driftland deep in snow.
To those whose skill did build the tow,
rising early and toiling late,
Making Driftland ready for snow to
them this film I dedicate.
Poem and film by Joe Gray

Art Kurle (standing left) for those fabulous articles on how to drive into the
mountains in the winter and how to start
your car in the morning if you got there,
Phyllis Kurle for making sure that we
had a Ski Patrol at Cabin Mountain and
for appointing someone if we didn't.
Howard Smith for seeing to it that everything mechanical operated at the Davis
ski area.
Charlie Brun for being the most knowledgeable advisor to the membership on ski
equipment and donating a toboggan to
Cabin Mountain,
Bob Hedberg and Alma and Chuck Yeomans for handling pu blicity, selling advertising and publishing the Ski Handbook,

Gorman Young for his experienced advice on Club matters and for supervising
the making of gluwein on the bathroom
sidearm heaters (above)at Wardens Hotel
at Davis,
Irene and Hobe Mauzy, who owned
Cabin Mountain at Davis, for leasing the
property to us and putting up with all of
our shenanigans,
Catherine Cleaver and Belmont too for
providing a clean, warm and reasonable
place to stay at Wardens Hotel,

(Editor's Note: The only remaining copy of
the film, "Drtftland"
was donated to the
SCWDC archives by its co-producer, Ed
Couch, in honor of the Club's first Past
Presidents Reception, 1984.)

John McAdams and I in John's hydroplane were given a ticket by the harbor
police Forexceeding the speed limit on the
Potomac River between the 14th Street
and Memorial Bridges. Tsk, Tsk! Ski Club
presidents were certainly a wild breed in
those days.
(P.S. - They caught us only because we
ran out of gas and were sitting in the water
immobile.)
by Paul Tarver, 1985
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Margaret McAdams for supporting her
husband as Club president and for giving
birth to a third daughter, Heather, during
January, the height of the ski season."
John McAdams, 1984

Special guests at Past Presidents Reception, 1983: Dot Mason, Alice Trudgeon,
Alma Yeomans, Phyllis Blankenship,
Johnnie Lowe, Gina Davidson

James Bostick
1954-1955

by Harvey Payne

The year was an outstanding one for SCWDC due mostly to the interest, participation, and cooperation of the members. The Club's primary aim in 1954 was to
promote skiing and ski safety for the novice as well as the expert.
However, numerous social activities were held during the summer. These activities, arranged by the Social Committee, included: the Beer Ball at the Heurich Brewery; the Difficult Run Picnic; the Skier's 9-Hole Scotch
foursome at Glenbrook Golf Course; the annual Beach Party at
Westmoreland State Park; the annual August Fishing Party at
Deale, Maryland, which was "a fisherman's delight-all
they
did was catch fish and MORE fish"; and finally the swimming
and keg party at Villa Equador. All of these events were selfsupporting, making the summer a financial success as well.
In October, SCWDC had the second largest club representation at the USEASA convention held in Philadelphia. One of
the outstanding fall projects was the highly successful "dry
land" ski school. Between 80 and 100 people attended this
four-week preseason school at a new location, Roosevelt High
School on Tuesday evenings, and received information about
skiing techniques, equipment, and clothing.
The completion of a second permanent tow at Cabin Mountain was a major
accomplishment by the members during the summer and fall work trips. Blessed
with the best snowfall in several years and the second tow, Cabin Mountain became
even more popular. With its growth more organized ski instruction was necessary.
Club members conducted classes free of charge each weekend. At times, four classes
were held simultaneously to accommodate the many who availed themselves of this
service. The instruction program was instrumental in preserving the excellent safety
record at Cabin Mountain.
Many members completed the Red Cross first-aid training and became eligible for
our Ski Patrol. Our Junior Program also made substantial progress. Scout troops and
other junior groups were contacted and many made their way to Davis.
The first Annual Winter Carnival was held at Davis in February 1955. Many, many
people worked on this to make it a tremendous success. It was the first time a Winter
Carnival had ever been held south of the Mason-Dixon line.
Another major accomplishment was the outstanding publicity we received. Joe
Gray's film "Driftland" was completed during the year. The premier showing was
held in Davis in February and in Washington, D.C. during the March meeting.
Two Club ski patches were sent to the National Ski Association for display at the
Winter Sports Hall of Fame in California, and to the National Ski Museum of
Ishpeming, Michigan, as part of a nationwide collection of ski pins and patches.
The "Curly" and "Kay" who appeared in the article "Why do Skiers Ski?" in the
January 1955 Reader's Digest, were none other than our own Art Kurle and Kay
Farmer. The article included some interesting anecdotes at Gray Rocks and is a

condensed version of a piece originally written for Harper's Magazine the previous
winter (1954). The February 22, 1955, Sunday edition of The Evening Star ran a story
about the Cabin Mountain Winter Carnival.
In addition to this publicity, SCWDC had weekly snow reports published in the
Washington Post-Times Herald and broadcast over radio and television.
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The meetings were held at the Palisades Field House and in the auditorium of
Woodward and Lothrop's Bethesda-Chevy
Chase store at Wisconsin and Western
Avenues, N.W. Today you can catch the subway to the meetings; back then you took
streetcar number 30 which stopped right in front of Woodies.
Active paid membership
in 1954 was about 300, approximately
50% married and
50% single. Almost half of the unmarried
were male and half female. The skiing
ability distribution:
- 5% Expert - 40% Intermediate
- 50% Beginner - 5% Non-skiers. Dues this
year were raised by $.50 to $4.50 for individuals; $7.50 for joint membership
for
husband and wife; and $2 for juniors.
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IMPROVEMENTS
AT
CABIN
MOUNTAIN
... our ski area is beginning to look real
classy. Even Hurricane Hazel didn't put a
damper
on things, and about twenty
hearty souls were observed plying hammer, shovel, and brush axe on the slope
. . . . We were glad to see ... newer club
members on this trip. Our lower warming
hut now has a new door latch and the beginnigs of a "patio", i.e., the entrance by
the door was dug out so that the door can
now be opened all the way. A trail was
finished through the trees at the bottom of
the big tow, the foundation holes dug for
the new lower tow, and some brush cutting was done. The upper hut is sporting
some improvements
too - rebuilt doors,
new latches, and a new window in the engine room, courtesy of Blanky and Mal
Schoner, our expert window-cutter-outers.
Another work trip is planned for the ...
lower tow construction, rock picking, and
snow fence (placement) .... -there will be
plenty of time for the social side of life too
- the Eagles club is now open and the
Saturday night square dancing is heartily
recommended
....
Any shovels, brush
cutting equipment, and small tools you're
able to bring will be welcome - we're often short of these items.
November 1954 Bulletin
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AMENDMENT
TO THE
CONSTITUTION

MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT
Our Club has had an outstanding year
... (to review briefly): The Club had numerous ...
social activities during the
summer. Then came the USEASA convention . . . in Philadelphia - at which
[SCWDC] had the second largest club representation. The highly successEul "dry
land" ski school [was attended by] 80 to
100 people ....
OE major importance was the completion last Eall oE another permanent tow at
Cabin Mountain ... Club members conducted classes Eree oE charge each weekend. At times, Eour classes were held
simultaneously.
I am confident that our
instruction program at Cabin Mountain
has been instrumental in preserving our
excellent safety record. Many Club members completed first-aid training and became eligible Eorour Ski Patrol. The junior
program also made substantial progress
this year ....
The Club was responsible Eor having
weekly snow reports published in the
newspaper and broadcast over radio and
TV.
Special mention must be made of the
First Annual Winter Carnival held at Davis in February.
April 1955 Bulletin
SOME FAVORED

"It is the considered judgment of the
nominating committee that the increasing
scope and importance of the Club's activities at the Cabin Mt. Ski Area in West
Virginia requires the services of an administrator ... in complete charge of the entire
operation of the area .... All decisions of
the administrator
must have the approval
of the council. The council may delegate or
retract authority from the administrator as
it sees fit. Since the nature of the administrator's job is of such importance to the
Club, the person selected should be an
elected officer of the Club, and should
have council status equal to the other
(nine) elected officers of the Club.
March 1955 Bulletin

FORMULAE

FERMENTAE

Far be it from us to imply that skiing and drinking must go together. However, we
offer the following recipes for alcoholic diversion, for the consideration of those readers
who might like to tip an occasional saucer and who appreciate variety.
December 1954 Bulletin
HEALTH

LACQUER

2 ounces cognac or rye
1 twist lemon peel
4 ounces tomato juice
Shake well with ice, strain, add ice cubes.
Top with peel. Not for people to whom
tomato is punishing.

SLEEPING

BAG NIGHTCAP

% tin cup clean powder snow
2 ounces cognac or rye
1 tablespoon of honey
Pour honey over snow, then add liquor.
Allow snow to start melting before serving. Recommended.

First SCWDC Winter Carnival
While Mardi-Gras-ridden
New Orleans
was besieged with drunken rioters, the real
Sportin Life was at Davis last weekend,
where droves of skiers and onlookers
turned out for a most successful Winter
Carnival, the first one held by the Ski Club
of Washington, D.C.
Biggest surprise was the weather - it
was pure spring and there was many a
sun-beaten face. In spite of the sun and
warmth, snow conditions were good. Only
the rope tows were slippery, so when you
grabbed it with fury, you got a handful of
slush.
The first race Saturday morning was for
children nine and under .... [followed by]
the men's advanced slalom ....
And who should take the women's advanced slalom but Ruth Johnson, Carnival
Queen, in 29.4 seconds! (Fairer sex, yes but
weaker?) ....
In the beginners' slalom, [there was a]
men's [and women's] division ....
Back in Davis at 7:30 p.m. the world premiere of the half-hour Technicolor film
"Driftland - Davis, West Virginia" was
shown to an audience, each member of
which seemed to be trying to identify himself or friend. (Will an Academy Award for
skiers have to be established?)
At 9:30 p.m. all skiers and apparently
the entire populace converged on the Davis High School gym for the Sno-Ball
Dance. It was overflowing - everybody
brought their own from wine to schnapps,
. and there was heavy imbibition all around.
There were several faces missing on the
slopes Sunday morning (but that's not bad
when you consider some people will be
missing in New Orleans for days.)
There was dancing, everything from the
polka to the tango, to the most solid music
from the Midnighters,
a group of parttime musicians from (honest) [the nearby
town of] Thomas.
In the midst of the frolic, the band
struck up with "A Pretty Girl is Like a
Melody", ski poles were raised high, and
Ruth Johnson, radiantly beautiful in blue
and white, was crowned Carnival Queen
by the Hon. Carl J. Johnson, Director of
the
West
Virginia
Conservation
Commission.
Sunday morning at 9:00, "Blessing of
the Skis" was held at St. Veronica's Catho-

lic Church in Davis, by Rev. Fr. Daniel,
O.F.M.
Back on the slopes Sunday, cars were
parked on the side of the road for as far as
the eye could see. Tourists and local folk in
all sorts of attire lined the slopes and

fences, taking pictures, pointing and more
or less wondering what those people were
doing on the two long boards.
The Weekender Slalom race was held
[with] winners in the men's [and women's]
divisions ....
Then came the Costume Race, complete
with obstacles. Judged the funniest were

Joan Hauswirth,
Nancy Young, Ronnie
Vildzius and Jimmy Young. The best team
times were made by Michon- Vildzius,
Johnson-Fett
and Bostick-Blankenship.
The team of Couch and Young won the
prize for the funniest run.
March 1955 Bulletin

Early Winter Carnival - Bob Barton, SCWDC member and founder of Weiss Knob Ski
Area, fell through the barrel while trying to secure it as Bessie Couch was going through
during the Obstacle Race at Cabin Mountain.
1956-57 (?) Winter Carnival

First Carnival

Queen Qualiflications

Attention, girls: How would you like to
be queen not for a day but for a whole
weekend? Well then, shuffle on down to
the February Club meeting Wednesday
evening, February 2 - you may be the
lucky gal chosen to be Davis Winter Carnival Queen. Besides reigning over all the

carnival hilarity, the queen will receive a
ski tow pass and free accommodations at

Worden'!> Hotel. To be eligible, there are
just three requirements: you must be (1)
female; (2) a member of the Ski Club of
Washington,
D.C.; and (3.) you must be
present at the February meeting.
February 1955 Bulletin
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Arthur Kurle
1955-1956

by Leo Hurley

Some years stand out because of significant events or radical changes. However,
many years are filled with routine happenings and active research. These are the
years which provide the Club with continuity and stability. 1955 was that kind of
year.
Club members looked forward to better skiing conditions after having spent a
busy, productive summer preparing for the coming ski season. The parking lot at
Cabin Mountain had been filled, graded and surfaced - a major improvement. Stuck
cars and mud-wading were expected to be things of the past. The skiing would be
better because the tow and shack had been moved 20 feet further up the hill. More
snow fencing and brush cutting would distribute the snow over a wider area.
Alas, there would be no warming hut this year - one bid was twice the available
funds, a second did not provide enough space nor a toilet or running water. The
warming hut had an on-again off-again history during the year. S* The Club later
accepted a recommendation of the Warming Hut Planning Committee to construct a
two-story addition to the Mauzy house. For $3,500 ($2,000 from the Club and $1,500
from the owner) it was to be 13 x 15 feet and have a toilet. The plans fell through when
the owner was unable to raise his share of the money.
The growth of skiing at Cabin Mountain required more Ski Patrol attention, so
SCWDC became a part of the National Ski Patrol (NSP). By the end of the season six
Club members passed NSP proficiency tests.
For the first time in several years SCWDC, with
20 patrollers, had a registered and recognized
NSP unit. The Patrol reported five accidents
during the year at Cabin Mountain.
A new ski shop opened during the season.
Charlie Brun started his business on Pennsylvania Avenue, S.E. For repairs skiers had to go
to the basement of his home. According to the
Club Bulletin, members attended the grand
opening ceremonies of the shop "en masse."
Bob Barton, a SCWDC member, announced
the opening of his new Weiss Knob Ski Area
(the first commercial ski area in West Virginia)
between Davis and Cabin Mountain. A rope
tow would enable skiers to enjoy a 450 foot
drop in 1,500 feet. The area was described as too
steep for novices, but more advanced skiers
would find it to their liking. The state of West
Art Kurle (far right), 1955 SCWDC president and Cabin Mountain
Virginia announced plans to construct a 55"master builder," completes tow shed with other members at top of
room tourist lodge at Blackwater Falls State
drift area.
Park.
By 1955, the Ski Club of Washington, D.C.
had established patterns and traditions that have continued to the present. Meetings
featured fashion shows of clothing and equipment. Members attending meetings saw
films featuring skiing, photography and instruction. Representatives of Laurel
Mountain, near Ligonier, Pennsylvania, and Dutch Hill, Heartwellville, Vermont,
attended meetings to promote their areas and any improvements that had been made
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during the off-season. SCWDC already had a system of recorded messages on area
ski conditions and published Club information.
For skiers lucky enough to make it to Canada, a learn-to-ski week at Gray Rocks
and Jasper was a bargain. Room, all meals, instruction as well as lifts and tows cost
$60-70. Not included were transportation,
tips and liquid refreshment.
The Bulletin's classified ads revealed a lot about equipment:
- ski boots (size unknown but soles are 12" long)
- 7' skis with steel edges
- rope tow gripper
- ski boots - leather lined
- 7' 6" Flexible Flyer skis, cable bindings
- handmade Canadian ski boots - like new - $20
Perhaps the most telling comment on the skiers' faith, or lack thereof, in their
equipment was the blessing-of-the-skis
ceremony during Winter Carnival.
In the coming year, 1956, the Winter Olympic games would be held in Cortina
dAmpezzo. At one point in the year, Charlie Brun reported the "rather dismal" total
of $3.15 had been contributed by members toward the Olympic Ski Fund. The
Bulletin predicted "this amount will probably send our skiers about three inches on
their way to Europe." The Club later made a more respectable showing by forwarding
a check for $165.13 to the Ski Games Committee. Most of the money came from the
"Icy Interludes of 1956" ice show. Noteworthy is the difference between the process
used to finance US. participation in the games then and today's corporate and
national sponsorship.
Club members did manage to enjoy some fairly decent skiing. Between 60 and 70
skiers found good snow at Cabin Mountain the weekends of December 10 and 17.

Near the end of the ski season, approximately 40 members enjoyed "pretty fair"
conditions during the weekend of March 24-25 and skiers the next weekend had good
skiing on the upper drift and part of the bowl.
In summary, although 1955 had no momentous events, the year is best measured
by its contribution to the growth and stability of the Club. The present success of
SCWDC is due in large part to the efforts of the members who maintain and
strengthen the Club during the years of quiet progress.
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Cathy Teunis

Grapevine ...

Alas, alas, Joan Hauswirth broke her leg
on the fourth day of her ski holiday at Mt.
Snow. It was a nasty fracture that hospitalized her in Bennington for several
weeks. Sympathy and condolences, Joan.
April 1956 Bulletin

Art Kurle with wife, Phyllis (right) and
Alice Trudgeon (below) in 1984. Alice has
been a SCWDC member for about 40
years.
Prexy Kurle announces, with a mixture
of pride and fear, that Club membership
has expanded to 540. Let's pray that the
weekend will never come when all decide
to have a go at Cabin
Mountain
simultaneously!
March 1956 Bulletin
Baltimore Ski Club
Our friends in Baltimore have invited us
to visit with them at their meetings - first
Tuesday of each month through April, 8

p.m.. at the Main Branch of Enoch Pratt
Library, Cathedral and Mulberry Streets.
Many of the Baltimoreans have helped on
our work trips and have skied at Davis we hope to see them again this year.
December 1955 Bulletin
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WARMING HUT - FLASH!
The Ski Club Council has voted to accept the recommendation
of the Warming
Hut Planning Committee (headed by Gorman Young) to construct a two-story addition to the Mauzy house for warming
facilities at our Cabin Mountain Ski Area.
This 13' x 35' addition will include toilet
facilities
and will cost approximately
$3,500 - of which the Club will pay $2,000
and the owner the remainder. The owner
will also provide water and sewage. The
Planning
Committee
recommended
against a separate building for the $2,000
available for a warming hut from Club receipts at Cabin Mountain. It was stated by
this committee that, while this was perhaps not an ideal solution, the proposed
addition
would satisfy our immediate
needs. In accepting the recommendation
of the Planning Committee, the Council
voted against waiting another year in order to have more funds available for this
project.
A price has been given us by a contractor near Davis, and only final financial arrangements with the owner remain to be
completed before construction can start. If
all goes well, the addition should be ready
for use this season.
November 1955 Bulletin

CLU& Iftoo"""
CO/UN /'fOUIoITAIN

Blueprint
1985.

reproduced

It was impossible to go ahead with the
warming space addition to the back of the
Mauzy house which was voted last month
by the Ski Club Council - the owner was
unable to raise the necessary funds to supplement the club's share of this product.
However,
the following
improvements
have been made: The back porch has been
lengthened and a stairway built to the second floor of the porch - all this space will
be available to skiers in addition to the
room on the first floor which we used last
season for warming facilities.
December 1955 Bulletin

FROM RAPTURE TO RAIN The weatherman outdid himself at our
Second Annual Davis Winter Carnival ...
but the 500 skiers and thousands of visitors had fun anyway. Davis was bulging at
the seams on Friday night and Catherine
Cleaver added several gray hairs in her attempts ... to bed everybody down.
Things started to roll Saturday morning,
January 28, with a parade through the
snow-packed
streets. The Davis Reserve
Unit Color Guard led off, followed by an
honor guard of 16 skiers. Queen Cathy
Teunis and Crown bearer Marianna Dahlberg were bundled into a one-horse open
sleigh, with the court of six princesses behind on a convertible. A cavalcade of gaily
decorated cars brought up the rear ... "Ski
Bum Special" took first prize ... Sprinkled
throughout
the procession were several
bands. Some played. Some didn't.
After the parade ... a dash for the slopes
and the first races. Blue skies, brilliant
sunshine and fast snow ... Bick Robbins
of Salt Lake City twisted down a 300-yard
course in 32.2 seconds to win the Men's
Advanced Slalom .... Billy Carr of Washington won the Women's Advanced Slalom over the same course, with a time of
55.4 seconds, with Phyllis Kurle second
....
Little Marshall Shore, one of our ju-
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by Karen Ronne Tupek,

CABIN MOUNTAIN
COMMENTS
There have been big doings at our ski
area this summer. First of all, our longneeded parking lot is now a reality -let us
make a long, grateful bow to the West Virginia Roads Commission.
It has filled,
graded, and is now surfacing the low area
between the Mauzy's house and the main
road. The good old days of stuck cars and
mud wading will soon be just a nostalgic
memory.
We're in the process of moving the upper tow shack about 20 feet further up the
hill - this should improve snow conditions and give a better landing place at the
top of the tow. Lots of additional snow
fencing and brush cutting are in the offing
to distribute that white stuff over a wider
area.
October 1955 Bulletin

Please don't bring dogs to the ski area.
They're mighty unhappy locked up in
your cars, and the local cows and Irene's
dog Brownie take a dim view oE visiting
pooches running around loose in the ski
area.
January 1955 Bulletin

SCWDC WINTER CARNIVAL II

nior members and only 12 years old was a
scant .6 second behind him ....
Sylvia
Miller of Richmond won the Women's
Weekender Slalom.
Estimates on the number of visitors varied from 2,000 to 4,000, but the State troopers superintending
traffic felt there were
more than enough. Cars backed up for a
mile in both directions ....
At 2 p.m. [we] assembled at the top of
the upper tow for the "Cabin Mountain
Special," a combination race and obstacle
course that had officials as confused as the
skiers. They (the skiers, that is) left at oneminute intervals and arrived at the end of
the quarter-mile
course whenever possible. Two hours later it was still doubtful
who had won ....
At 3 p.m., West Virginia's
Governor
William C. Marland trudged halfway up
the lower slope escorted by the Elkins,
West Virginia, Highlanders complete with
pipes and kilts. Queen Cathy and the six
princesses skied down .... The Governor
offiated
at the coronation
ceremony
(amidst) popped flashbulbs in a tangle of
skis. Later, he and his wife were given a
special sleigh ride over W. Va. Rt. 11/32,
the historic rut leading up to Weiss Knob.
Time alone will tell whether the hint
struck home.

Meanwhile,
at Mallow's Lake, Roger
Johnson
ofv-Charlottesville,
Virginia,
whisked over the ISO-yard course to win
the men's ice-skating race.
As darkness fell over Canaan Valley,
there was a special treat. Fifteen expert skiers twisted and turned down the slopes at
Weiss Knob in a picturesque exhibition of
torchlight skiing.
At 9 p.m. skiers and guests converged
on the high school for the Snoball dance.
Rain was playing havoc with the streets,
and most of the cars gave up the struggle
and slid into parking places several blocks
away ....
Bob Barton emceed the dance ceremonies, introducing Ed Filler; Carl Johnson,
Director of the West Virginia Conservation Commission;
Art Kurle; and Tom
Craig
of the Elkins
Chamber
of
Commerce.
Sunday morning found many a jaundiced eye watching the rain converting the
streets into ankle-deep slush. A hundred
hardy souls slithered up the hill to St. Veronica's Catholic Church to witness the
"blessing of the skis" ....
Through
circumstances
beyond
our
control, the Carnival program was abandoned and all races canceled.
February 1956 Bulletin

Ralph Teunis
1956-1957
t
.1\

by Betsy Peet

1956-57 was not the best year for skiing, snow was a bit scarce, but it was a good
year for improvements
and additions.
At the November meeting, three proposed changes to the Constitution,
originally
drafted c.R. (circa Roosevelt), were passed:
(1) membership
fees were increased to $5 for singles and $8 for couples;
(2) the maximum expenditure
without membership
vote was raised from $100 to

$300;
(3) a quorum

would now be 100 bona fide paid-up members in good standing or
of the membership,
whichever was the lesser.
Among the changes for skiing were the grand opening of Blackwater Lodge, near
Davis; negotiations for weekend trips to Mount Snow; and the planning of a new ski
area with tow near Oakton, Maryland, by Deep Creek Lake (Garrett County Promotion Council was to provide skating and ice fishing). In Davis, a ski information
center was set up to handle phone calls and letters regarding snow conditions,
accommodations,
equipment rentals, social activities, Winter Carnival scoop, etc.
Bob Barton planned major improvements
to Weiss Knob: a road, a parking lot, a
new beginners slope with a rope tow, and a Ski-Kuli T-Bar.
Also, one could now ski without even leaving Washington,
D.C. The Parks Commissioner agreed to set up floodlights, upon request, so skiers could make use of two
sections of Rock Creek Park.
One of the important goals during 1956 was to revitalize the Junior Program and
form an active group of Junior skiers.
Of great benefit to the Club and its members was the acquisition (finally) of a 24hour answering service with information regarding snow conditions, Club activities,
and the state of the Mauzy cows.
1956 was a good year for the Club regarding the St. Louis Trophy sweepstakes SCWDC came in second.
The 3rd Annual Winter Carnival was held in early February. The North American
representative
of the Austrian State Tourist Department was on hand to present the
newly created, perpetual Austrian Cup. To round out the year
he also presented the new Austrian-Hannes
Schneider Trophy
to President Ralph Teunis on behalf of the Club, and SCWDC
conferred
an Honorary
Membership
on the Austrian
Ambassador.
It was the Club volunteers that stood out in Teunis memory, however, when he said in 1985:
The highlight of my year was having a core group of members who worked together to develop the Cabin Mountain Ski
Area.
On fall work party weekends members prepared the slopes
by moving rocks off the mountainside and making and setting
up the rope tows. These dedicated outdoor-loving members
created an esprit de corps that pulled us together as we ski
patrolled, built, ran and developed the Cabin Mountain Ski
area - forerunner of West Virginia skiing areas.
A new invention, the answering machine, was put to use for..ll.t:
..•,..
the first time in the office I shared with my brother, Bob. In a
one-minute recording, we gave the latest ski conditions for local areas. A change in
temperature is crucial to any successful ski trip, but particularly to an area dependent
on natural snow.
25%
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HIGH FINANCE
1) This reservations headache! Too few
people are making them 500n enough, laments the Committee. For example ... the
Rehoboth
trip was almost canceled because one week before the trip only ten
had made reservations.
Yet 3 days before,
there was a waiting list! And ironically,
when the bus left, there were a few "noshows" shifting an extra financial burden
onto all hands. Consequently, all future
trips involving
financial commitments
beforehand by the club must be run on a
"reservation with deposit" basis. Reservations can be made by phone or in writing,
and confirmed with a cheque. No reservations will be considered firm without a
deposit.
July 1956 Bulletin

2) SCWDC Sinking Fund and Fourth
Debenture (Floating) Issues- Not so surprisingly, it appears that our activities program costs money ... for extra Bulletins,
postcards, phone calls, and incidental expenses. Not wishing to emulate a wellknown
Government
and
operate
perpetually
in the red, the Council in solemn conclave has agreed on a plan to balance
the budget.
Henceforth
and
forthwith, all ski clubbers participating in
a club-sponsored activity will be clipped
for the princely sum of two bits (25 cents)
"to cover postage and handling. This will
If

keep red ink off the ledger and grey hairs
off the heads of committee members being
dunned by A.T. & T., the Us. Post Office
and assorted bawdies.
[Editor's Note: Today's "adrnin. fee".]

)
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THE BATTLE OF THE COWS
Saturday October 21 dawned Eair and
clear with some 100 odd (quite) ski clubbets awaking with the roosters and on
their way to dispute with the Mauzy cows
For possession of the slopes. Said cows,
having reigned supreme all summer, saw
no good reason why they should be removed but Operation Udder was completed without incident and Face-lifting jobs
began (on the slopes, not the cows.)
Ski Area Administrator Ed Couch had
everything well organized and everyone
Fell to on a variety oEjobs ... attacking
vegetation with machetes and brushhooks,
setting up snow Fence by the bale, remov-

ing submerged boulders with sledgehammer and pinchber,
constructing
new
pulley supports Ear the lower tow, and
painting anything that didn't move. Work
proceeded in true ski club Fashion with ten
spectators For every worker but surprisingly ... much was accomplished ....
After the usual dinner confusion in
Worden's Hotel, everyone who could still
walk ... adjourned to ... the local Eagle's
Club Foran attempt at manned space travel
a la Halloween. Beer was cheap and plentiFul; Leather-Lung (he lost the other one in
Japan) Ryan called Square Dances; and
there were three non-Elvis "Ain't it hell to
be a Houndog" Presley records in the Juke
box. The costumes were remarkable that's the only word For it ....
Sunday morning, a sadder but wiser
crew tottered slowly back to Cabin Mountain to finish things off An old-Fashioned
rock picking
expedition Found several
sweet young things cruising our marble
orchard ... and the slopes revealed an unsuspected wealth of limestone booby traps.
They are no longer with us. (The girls reFerred to above are now known as the

Rock-eues.)
By mid-afternoon, most if not all had
had the course and the assortment of cars,
station wagon, bicycles and pogo sticks
started off on the roller coaster home.
October 1956 Bulletin
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BEACH TRIPS
The Rehoboth Beach Trip
Words fail ... and those that are left are ..
censored. Truly an epic among epics, particularly
the sourdough
breakfast
whomped
up Sunday morning by seven
cooks and one stove. The stove lost.
The Mad Hatteras Trip: A First
In the wee hours of Monday morning,
June 11, a dust-covered
Greyhound
bus
crept into Arlington and disgorged 37 weary, sandy, sunburned,
smiling ski clubbers ...
everything
click[ed]
like
clockwork, from start to finish, and entertainment ran the gamut from sing-songs
to ghost-crab
inspection
on a sun-swept
beach ....
Friday midnight ... we boarded our deluxe air-conditioned
bus. After a night of
songs and snores, breakfast was served at
Nag's Head in the lee of a king-sized sand
dune. Later, an obliging Park Service Naturalist ... entertained all and sundry with
a slide talk on the Cape Hatteras region ...
Next stop was the village of Avon and
our hotel. And then - a climb up the
750,000 steps of the nearby lighthouse for
a view of the crazy-mixed
surf of Cape
Hatteras,
where the Atlantic
and Gulf

Stream
currents
meet over Diamond
Shoals. A delicious box lunch was eaten
....
Some collected driftwood. Some collected seashells. All collected sunburn.
Come evening, 41 fried carcasses (Bob
Luntey drove his station wagon - 37 plus
4) sat down to dinner in the hotel .... The
hardier even ventured to a local den of iniquity for a first hand observation
of the
local rock 'n roll set in action.
Sunday dawned (though it is doubtful
anyone witnessed the event). Gear was collected, and a ferry boarded for the return
trip across Oregon inlet. We decamped on
a venerable old wreck adrift in a sea of
sand and spent another
afternoon
of
sizzling and surf bathing, unbothered
by
abandoned
orange peels and rusting tin
cans.
Box score for the weekend: 41 cases of
sunburn;
seven empty cases of beer; one
Greyhound
bus littered
with cigarette
butts; and 42 votes (someone voted twice)
for a repeat performance.
The Nags Head-Cape Hatteras-Carolina
Outer Banks weekend excursion was, to
quote a phrase, the most.
July 1956 Bulletin
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Jewell Blankenship
1957 -19 58

by f. Blankenship

My term as Club president was a year of significant change for SCWOc. Like most
other years in the 50's, the Club's program revolved principally around the Cabin
Mountain Ski Area at Davis, West Virginia. But the Club was growing by leaps and
bounds. Membership was just under 800, and it was a much more diverse membership than in earlier years. More and more of the new members were people new to
skiing. They were seeking recreational and social outlets and opportunities to employ their talents and interests in programs not solely devoted to skiing.
So we decided to pull out all the stops and go for a program in which everyone
could find something to their liking, but with promotion of skiing as the main
emphasis of the Club. The summer and fall of 1957 were filled with fishing trips on
the Chesapeake, picnicking and swimming at Cacapon, touring Cape Hattaras,
camping at Rehoboth, beer parties, gourmet dinners, and, of course, the annual fall
work parties to ready the ski area at Davis. Major projects were undertaken there in
the fall of 1957 - a new concrete block ski rental/sales shop, a new ski slope and
third ski tow on the hill to the west of the existing tows. We formed a new slope (with
the help of snow fencing) used principally for ski racing, ski instruction and ski
patrol training to avoid interfering with the skiers on the other slopes.
For the winter, it was decided that in addition to continued support of amateur ski
instruction and of the Washington Ski Patrol, we would expand the ski racing and
junior programs. We would support opportunities for maximum qualification in ski
patrol and amateur ski instructor certification, expand services to the membership
and to the skiing public and aim for the biggest and best Winter Carnival ever.
In those days the Club was very active in organized
skiing in the East as represented by the United States
Eastern Amateur Ski Association (USEASA), now the
Eastern Ski Association. SCWDC membership included membership
in Eastern, as it was called, and
SCWDC was one of the largest 100% member clubs in
the organization. Already, as the principal base for skiing in the "South," the Club had developed a reputation as a strongpoint for recreational skiing, and our
operation at Cabin Mountain was the wonder and envy
of other clubs throughout the East. In 1956-1957 we
had won the Robert St. Louis Trophy for our work in
the area of amateur ski instruction. It was decided that
the time was ripe for us to go for some of the other
awards, both to increase Club interest, participation
and pride, and to get out to the world the potential for
skiing down here in the "South." With the help of
articles in The Washington Post by Outdoors Editor,
Aubrey Graves, SCWDC received excellent publicity throughout the summer and
fall. To keep up this good work, we decided to embark on "Sk!", the Club's first
offset-printed three-color publication featuring the now-famous "skiing senator"
logo. It was a professional job by a professional team, and it walked off with all the
honors as the best ski club news organ in the East.
Our best adult and juniors skiers, although somewhat at a disadvantage in competing against the New England clubs near reliable snow, more than held their own in
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sanctioned and unsanctioned races at Laurel Mountain, Seven Springs, Big Bromley,
Stratton and Mt. Snow. No one in those days ever thought of taking the plane to ski,
so we promoted and expanded our car pooling service to enable members to ski in the
Poconos, at Whiteface, Stowe, and even Colorado. Dryland Ski School became a
month-long conditioning and learning activity in the late fall which ended with more
than 100 new skiers and potential members trying out the sport on the grass at what
is now the Turkey Run Farm in Northern Virginia. It was a great winter for snow,
and the main drift at Cabin Mountain grew to more than 15 feet deep. Skiers from all
over Virginia, Maryland, West Virginia and further south visited the area in droves
on weekends, and the amateur ski instruction and ski patrol programs did their best
to keep up with the trade. Winter Carnival, an event held in a blinding blizzard and
sub-zero temperatures, was a spectacular success.
When it was all over, we wrote it up and submitted it to the judges. We didn't win,
but we had learned valuable lessons for the future. In subsequent years SCWDC did
come out the best ski club. We like to think that the lessons of 1957-58 did contribute
to SCWDC's key role in forming the Blue Ridge Ski Council, in establishing a
tradition of service by Club members as directors and officers in national and Eastern
organized skiing, and in formation of the Southern Appalachian Region of the
National Ski Patrol-part
of which later became the Southern Division.
The Cabin Mountain Ski Area is long gone and the rope tows, farm house and
warming hut have completely disappeared from the environment. But our success
there in the 50's paved the way for growth of a ski industry in the South. The old Club
car pooling service led to the organized ski trips and tours of today, and the supplementary activities we started pushing in 1957 remain as a feature of the SCWDC
program in the 80's.
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Bulletin became a multilith magazine
appropriately
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"SK!"
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Publication
cost was met by advertising
income.
Second
class mailing
came to $4.
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entries
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Annual
Type
Setters'
Show in New York City, April 1958. It also
was honored
by inclusion
in an exhibition
in Germany.
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Phyllis

and Jewell Blankenship

Start of Today's Restaurant
Tours
Saturday night, Sept. 7, will see the inauguration
of a new institution
in the
Club as a select group (limit - 20 people)
makes a trial run at a local restaurant noted for excellent cuisine ... where the elite
meet to greet and eat.
August/September
1957 Bulletin

Winter Carnival IV
The wind blew and the snow snew and
the fog flew and the ski c1ubbers attending
our 4th annual Winter Carnival had themselves one magnificent
ball ...
Saturday it was grope and slide as the
blizzard passed on in favor of a fog bank.
The Intermediate Men's and Women's Slalom was negotiated
via seeing eye dogs
with remarkably
few gates missed ....
Princess Susan Clark proved that royalty can ski by taking the female honors and
Queen Nancy Monacelli proved the point
with a second place.
Midst pomp and circumstance,
[West
Virginia's
Director
of Conservation]
placed the crown on Nancy's head and she
became offiriall y and irrevocably
Queen
of the Winter Carnival! ... Queen Nancy
stared imperiously at the fog and wind and
ordered it to vamoose. Presto, it was gone,
and Sunday dawned fair and sunshiny ...
for those able to see.
The snow was fabulous, deep, and widespread
the competition
was distinguished, with a field of top flight skiers
pushing hard in the main event, the advanced Men and Women's Slalom.
Eric Scherer,
formerly
of Austria,
slashed through the course in a dazzling
46.0 with Ben Grevstad, formerly of Seattle, behind him in 48.2.
And if there was any doubt left about
royalty and skiing, [former Queen] Sylvia
Miller removed it when she raced the same
course in a winning l:Ob.9.
Our Carnival

was a success

March

Honorary Members
Ed Couch, Blank}'
Blsnkcnslvip (left) and Warren Gilbertson,
Frank Louckcs (right) at Blackwater Falls
cottage.
FIRST TIME HONORS
TO THt:
"WEAKER SEX'
The Awards Committee h,ls been wrinkling its collective brows trying to determine (the winner of) the Austri.m-Hnn ncs
Schneider Trophy. This Trophy.
I." d
perpctu.il cup, presented to the Club by ...
the Austrian State Tourist Department, for
award nn n u.ill y to the best skier in the
club, miss 01" mister ..
Sylvi« Miller, 2I-ye,11 old native of Salt
Lake City who picked up lier ski P's and
Q's with Alf Engert'< crew at Alt.i, Utah,
wins the.
Trophy on the b.isi» of her
competition
record at Cabin Mountain
,jnd the Penn State Race».
Congl"atulations to Sylvi,j ,lnd to all the
rest of the female." in the Club who can
rejoice in this ro.i=sc rti on of Foni.ilc ."uffrage -- although in this case it is probably
the men who al"e suffrage.
May 1957 Bulletin
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Winter Carnival III Hat Contest
The Final dope on the Snow Chapeau
Contest. Roberta Darragh won first place
among the women with a stunning creation somewhat of a CTOSS between a pagoda and a concrete
pillbox.
Blanky
Blankenship
took top honors among the
men with a miniature ski slope lodged
firmly on his cranium.
April 1957 Bulletin

1958 Bulletin

May 1957 Council Meeting
Bob Teunis, the new treasurer, proposed
that his office be bonded to the amount of
$2,000 for this year, and that the matter of
Treasurer's Bond be presented to the membership in the fall as In amendment
to the
constitution.
June/July
1957 Bulletin

Continental
Tire Requested
.
The Foggy Bottom branch of the JeanPaul Sartre Society for the Preservation of
Originality
in America met ... May 17th
for a continental evening of dance and disturbance. Con tinental attire was requested
and
i n t e r c o n t i n e n t a l results
were
forthcoming.
Our Activities
Director,
mistaking
"Continental
Attire" for Continental
Tire
Required appeared with a large Seiberling
strapped to his .... r which added greatly to
what was alr ead y an imposing continental
shelf. Others, with more acute hearing,
showed up as Apache d,lncer" Cannery
Row charactcr s and run of the mill camp
followers.
J une/J uly 1957 Bulletin

A Tragedy Close to Home
Old Japan hands in the Ski Club were
shocked and saddened by the tragiC deaths
of Kevin and Anita Carroll at the hands of
desert bandi ts in southeast
[ran on the
24th of March. Kevin and Anita were
mainstays of the old Shikura Club of Tokyo (now by and large transplanted
to
Washington),
and participated
in many a
ski expedition
with such D.C.ers
as
Blanky and Phyl Blankenship,
Chuck and
Alma Yeomans, Bob Ryan, Chuck Bowden
and others.
MdY 1957 Bulletin

Dance and Soiree
The Ski Club of Washington's .inswcr to
Gwen Cafritz and Perle "Call-me-Madame" Mesta, Betty Field, is organizing
another non-square or hypotenuse
type
dance and social evening ....
Allski clubbers and their guests are welcome but - an active attempt will be made
to exclude Washington's professional party goets, non-skiing variety. By all means
bring guests but please keep your membership cards handy, in case you're asked to
show them. This will help keep our ski
club parties by, of and for ski clubbers.
May 1957 Bulletin

Warren Gilbertson
1958-1959 by Maggie farrett
1958 was a year of extraordinary
activity, determined efforts to deal with large
problems, and realistic reevaluations.
Especially noteworthy were the community
and emergency oriented activities with which the Ski Patrol assisted in the District of
Columbia. Time, talent and personal financing went into projects conducted by
committees and a stalwart membership without losing sight of the fun of membership. The new season began, as always, with improving the Cabin Mountain ski area,
and deciding "how to make ends meet." Work groups were organized spring, summer and fall to cut expenses. With the forming of a ski patrol and the Cabin
Mountain Ski School, a shack and warming hut were erected in addition to other
shelters. Expenditures (ropes, fences, rigs, paint, etc.) came to $3,085, mostly covered
personally by members. A phone would cost an additional $100. The drinking water
did not pass health standards even at Purnells, the "popular eating establishment".
A water line was estimated at $150.
Soaring expenses prompted President Gilbertson
to
call for a dues increase:
"... I do not desire to allow anyone person to pay what
should be Club expenses .... [Individual members] have
paid out hundreds of dollars for club business. The time
required for Ski Club administration is donated, but dollars present another picture .... //
News of potential buyers for the land next to the
Mauzy farm (Cabin Mountain) always hit the Club like a
bolt of lightning. At one point a Club member was sent to
Davis to offer $100 to a potential new owner just for use
of the land. On another occasion the Club got a week's
notice of a chancery court sale of the adjoining farm. In
that amount of time, and in spite of the fact there had
been only two skiable weekends the past season, about
twenty members came up with $2,000 cash to buy the
property as a protection for the Club property. The case was settled out of court and
there was no sale.
It was decided to add two ski schools, SCWDC school (amateur) and the Cabin
Mountain Ski School (professional),
in addition to dryland instruction.
Amateur
instructors would take students through the snowplow turn. Two lessons were given
- one free, one costing $1 to defray operating expenses; ten percent of that went to
the Club. Head ski instructors and patrol were paid $15 a weekend. Arrangements
were made in Davis for rental equipment at the slope and to assist new skiers. Rentals
were $1.50 for members, $2.75 for non-members.
The Junior program was active with special races and equipment for $1 a day at
Cabin Mountain. Slope rates were 50 cents. Parent carpools and chaperones were
arranged.
The planning for SCWDC's fifth Winter Carnival began in October. Invitations
were sent to compctitor s in nciohborino sk i clubs for the weekend of January 23. Five
clubs and the Armed Forces participated.
The entire Blackwater Falls Lodge was
reserved to localize all off-slope activities. WTOP- TV invited the Club to participate
in a Sunday telecast on the pleasures of southern skiing. The Carnival Princesses
were introduced and a film of Davis was shown. All the Washington
newspapers
carried advance publicity in their ski columns. Over 300 ski clubbers and friends
enjoyed the ever popular gluwein party and sing-along with locals joining in. At the
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Snoball Dance West Virginia's Conservation
Commissioner
crowned the Carnival
Queen.
The Club's social calendar was active and well-attended with four square dances at
Dunn Loring Firehouse and a Christmas Reception and Dance at the Statler Hilton,
where a lively corner of the dance hall was gracefully designated as the Singles'
Punch Bowl. There were also two benefits for the Olympic Fund in addition to an
Olympic Hat Dance at the Potomac Boat Club and a jointly sponsored evening of ski
films by SCWDC and the Baltimore Club.
There were restaurant parties and ice skating at the Marriott Hotel. Off-season
there were fishing, swimming,
water skiing parties, camping trips and tennis.
SCWDC sponsored the Potomac Canoe Slalom jointly with Canoe Cruisers. There
was the ever popular picnic/barbecue
at Timberlake
Recreation Area. Pre-season
conditioning
hikes were instituted by Dr. John Newdorp. Ski fashion shows were
discussed, but many believed the membership would show little interest in any show
over 15 minutes.
The Club and skiing in general were well covered by the local newspapers. One
member, K. Mack Chrysler, was ski correspondent
for The Washington Post and
Times Herald, and his stories covered national skiing. Vice President Robert Ryan
wrote a bi-weekly column for the Washington Evening Star. On Tuesday his "Ski
Trails" covered items of current interest, and his Thursday column, "Ski Outlook",
was prepared with the assistance of the Weather Bureau, National Airport, Union
Pacific Railroad and United Air Lines.
As the ski season began to wind down members noted a trend which posed a
significant threat to the Club: numerous new competing ski areas. Shawneeland,
Virginia, 78 miles from Washington,
operated nine weekends during the 1958-59
season. Because of snow-making
machines, Shawnee land provided more skiing than
many older and larger areas in Pennsylvania
and Maryland. Opened in 1958, this
new area was staffed entirely by SCWDC instructors and patrol. The 875-foot tow
was designed by our own Ed Couch, Chairman of the USEASA Ski Hill Engineering
Committee.
Other ski areas visited by SCWDC members this season closely resembled a 1980's
calendar. One popular trip for die-hards was the annual carpool to Tuckerman's
Ravine in mid-May. Ten hardy souls walked up the mountain carrying food and
equipment before camping out and skiing down.
The "Eastern" issue was again in the forefront. A "Friends Committee"
campaigned for a SCWDC dues increase against a powerful group calling themselves
"Anti-Eastern"
who proposed an amendment
dropping automatic membership
in
USEASA. The entire membership
was contacted and a letter signed by 17 former
presidents. "Friends" won both challenges with a solid majority. Nevertheless, it was
reported that it would be "tough to win the Miller Trophy next year, as many of the
other clubs in Eastern had been unhappy at our being chosen."
The Blue Ridge Ski Council (BRSC) was formed in March 1959. Jewell Blankenship
was elected interim president, and Joan Hauswirth interim secretary-treasurer.
Participating clubs were from Baltimore, Western Maryland, Kanawha (Charleston),
University of Virginia Outing Club and Richmond.
There were many community activities in which the Club could take pride. Some
examples of coordination between SCWDC and local organizations included: American Youth Hostels, Canoe Cruisers Association,
20-30 Club (SCWDC furnished
swimming instruction), the American Red Cross offered SCWDC members its Examiners First Aid Courses, and Club members holding certificates served as instructors.
Eight of the Club's 40-member Ski Patrol formed Squad #3 of the Emergency First
Aid Corps, D.C. Chapter, American Red Cross. The Squad was assigned duty for the
30 summer Watergate concerts, the Shrine Circus, soap-box derby, and Fourth of July
celebration at the Washington
Monument grounds.
1958 was a very good year and not just for the gluwein vineyards - SCWDC came
home with the Miller High Life Trophy and membership
hit an all-time-high.
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1958 Scrapbook
Officers
President
Warren Gilbertson
Vice President
Paul Leach
Secretary
Phyllis Reid
Treasurer
Ben Cocker
Ski Council
John Newdorp, E.P. Anderson,
Marvin Stephens, Jewell Blankenship, Ron Fett,
Bob Ryan, Frank Louckes (Cabin Mt. Admin.)
Safety & Education
Programming
Public Relations
Special Activities
Eastern Representative
Sk! Editor

E. Packard Anderson
John Newdorp
Robert Ryan
Ron Fett
Marv Stephens
Robert Ryan

1958 Council and Miller High LiEe Trophy
Numbers change. Did I ever get told
how I was ruining the intimate quality oE
SCWDC when we went to 979. How 750
could be intimate I never could understand. At that I lost a bet; our on-the-spot
calculation was 997 and I had to Eill the
"Best Ski Club in the U.S." trophy with
beer. A big trophy and at hotel prices. I
had pushed Eor 1,000.
We also integrated the Club. The Board
was mostly in a tither with the first Negro
wanting in. Some were old South and said
they would quit the Club. Dr. Kerr and I
agreed to sign the membership card. The
others backed 0EE.
by Warren Gilbertson, 1983

One charming surprise of this actionfilled year was the forming of a musically
inclined group of ski c1ubbers and a quartet whose purpose was to teach ski songs to
the membership. The group was led by a
member who played with the local symphony orchestra
and became SCWDC
conductor,
accompanist,
and arranger.
The group grew to more than ]5 and performed at monthly

meetings, social events

and hoped to perform at the USEASA
Convention in Atlantic City. A thousand
copies of songs each month were mimeographed and distributed at each meeting.

SKIING

IN THE UNITED

STATES

"Poised at the top of the slope, the six
skiers checked their equipment:
boots
snugly laced, bindings secure, skis properly waxed. Then, with wet snow whipping
their faces, they pushed off down Massachusetts Avenue, in the heart of the Nation's Capital.
Motorists peered incredulously through
frosted
windshields
and pedestrians
leaped aside as the skiers poled past the
stately mansions of 'Embassy Row.'
These snow-starved members of the Ski
Club of Washington,
D.C., were merely
welcoming an unusually heavy snowfall
by doing what comes naturally ....
The
sport has spread far beyond the snow belt,
and organizations like the Washington Ski
Club - one of the largest in the East, with
800 members typify the fervor of its
adherents. In their search for accessible
snow-covered slopes, club members scouted the too-sunny hinterlands untileight
years ago - they found a suitable site at
Cabin
Mountain,
near Davis,
West
Virginia.
Contributing
their own time, money,
and ingenuity, the Washingtonians
have
fashioned a remarkable ski area out of 40
acres of Allegheny Mountains
farmland.
Here, 45 miles below Mason and Dixon's
line, snow is a sometime thing. But winds
pile up deep drifts on the mountainside,
assuring an average of 10 skiing weekends
a year .... Cabin Mountain, where skiers
sometimes
have to fight off the cows,
harks back to the days when a handful of
enthusiasts first popularized the sport in
the United States."
by Kathleen Revis
National Geographic, February 1959
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The week Following Winter Carnival a
"ski week" was planned at Davis and ski
packages arranged. Worden5 Hotel offered room and board From $4.50 to $5.
The Club was paid $12 a day by the State
of West Virginia Eor the Five days of the
ski week in return EorSCWDC being solely responsible For bringing ski business
into the town oEDavis. The Governor proclaimed the week of January 24, 1958 as
Ski Week in West Virginia.

Charleston, W. Va. - "Big doings at the
Stete capitol. Governor Under •..•.
ood signs
the document proclaiming Jan. 28 - Feb. 3,
1957 as Ski Week. Ed Filler, Upper Monogahela Valley Cit. Assoc. representative,
and Mary Lou Prehn, 3rd annual SCWDC
Carnival Queen, watch with interest."
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Robert Ryan
1959-1960

by Marilyn Lowney

The 1959-60 officers began the year on a highlite by accepting the Miller High Life
Trophy given by the National Ski Association to the best ski club in the United
States. In addition, SCWDC was named the best ski club in the United States Eastern
Amateur Ski Association for the second straight year. These awards reflected the
previous administration's
hard work. The new officers knew that this would be a
tough act to follow.
Nevertheless they carried on the tradition of excellence, with a number of "firsts"
during their term:
- the First Annual Trophy Dance & Spring Wing Ding at which trophies from the
past ski season were awarded.
- initiated an annual benefit program with the long term goal of building a fund to
support the development, training and racing competition of American ski competitors for future Olympic games. (The John Jay ski film "Magic Mountain" was shown
at this first benefit, proceeds were donated to the USEASA and NSA for the "Skiers
Competition Fund".)
- participated in the first Blue Ridge Junior Team Cup Races. (This program was
enjoyed by all even though the SCWDC juniors lost to Western Maryland.)
These "firsts" show that skiing continued to dominate Club activities. Still there
were even more skiing-related activities:
- the Club chartered a bus to go to the Winter Sports Show at the New York
Coliseum.
- many SCWDC members joined a charter ski flight to Europe sponsored by the
Pennsylvania Ski Federation and
- the sixth annual Winter Carnival was held at Davis.
Many successful non-ski activities continued to be sponsored by the Club such as
weekly (summer) swim parties at 25th & N Streets N.W., a summer tennis tournament on the Pierce Mill Courts on Tilden Street N.W., the annual bus trip to Cape
Hatteras over Labor Day weekend, a camping trip to Rehoboth Beach, summer and
fall picnics, horseback riding in Rock Creek Park, canoe and camping trips, a Christmas dance, crab feast, ice skating and roller skating.
An item of particular interest to many Club members that year was the Winter
Olympics at Squaw Valley. SCWDC members who spoke foreign languages were
sought as volunteers and guides to meet with Olympic participants who happened to
visit Washington.
One SCWDC member, E.P. Anderson (then director of the
SCWDC Safety and Education program) managed to act as a member of the Olympic
course police and so got a sideline seat at the skiing activities.
The 1959-60 officers also had routine and non-routine administrative matters with
which to contend. During the entire year, a committee worked on "By-Laws and
Rules of Procedure" which would amend the constitution. The amendments were
finally adopted in April, 19QO, just in ti:me for the next year's officers to implement
the changes.
The final problem turned over to the new Board was the issue of continuing Cabin
Mountain ski area. Although snow conditions were bad during most of the year, the
Club continued to maintain the ski area at Davis, to sponsor a ski school and to
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operate tows. However, the number of non-members
using the facility outnumbered
members.
Bob Ryan summed up the year in his last column in the April Bulletin:
The spring snows now lie nearly 40' deep on Cabin Mountain, and skiing into May
seems a distinct possibility. While this administration modestly refuses to take full
credit for the depth and extent of the current snowpeck, we do feel that proper
interpretation of the width of the stripe on the back of the wooly-beet caterpillar
deserves credit .... The Club has made ... forward strides, particularly in the area of
national leadership ... strides for which I take no credit. I direct your attention to the
work done by Dunn Idle and his committee in presenting the john jay film and in
establishing the "Skiers Competition Fund" ....
Another milestone of the past [fiscal year] was your unanimous adoption of a new
"Constitution" or more properly "By-Laws and Rules of Procedure" ....
to Lorin
Kerr and his hard-working
Constitution
Revision
Committee
my sincere
appreciation.
The new Constitution establishes, for the first time, a standing Budget and Finance
Committee to advise on and monitor the financial position of the Club .... Our first
task is a massive one ... "Whither Cabin Mountain?" Do we go on as we are? Do we
expand? Do we contract? Do we close out?
50 long from the podium .... And to my successor ... maybe you can get them in
from the hall to start a meeting on time!!!!!!

1959 Scrapbook
Officers
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Davis Ski Area Admin.

Robert Ryan
Dr. Lorin Kerr
Elaine Muller
Ben Cocker
Frank Louck cs

Parliamentarian
Charles Smoot
Programming
Dr. John Newdorp
Public Relations
K.M. Chrysler/Criff Moris
Bulletin Editor
Miriam Coldrn.m
Safety & Education
E. Packard Anderson
Ski School
E. Packard Anderson
Ski Patrol
Earl Mosburg
Awards & Competition
Rick Marshall
Junior Program
Corman Young
Special Activities
Ron Fett
Winter Carnival
John Kat su
Membership
Dr. Ralph Teunis
Membership Secretary
Mary Neate
Reception Committee
Jackie Haas
Blue Ridge Ski Council
J. Blankenship
NSPS S. Appalachian Region Jack Davidson
USEA5A Ski Hill Committee
Ed Couch
Eastern Rep.
Marvin Stephens

NO SNOWS ON AURANGI???
The New Zealand Embassy's film contribution last meeting turned out to be the
story of a couple of harrassed trout and an
American sweater girl instead of the "high
altitude" skiing as promised. Wrong label
on the can, apparently.
But somewhere,
bless them, there's a fishing club learning
Wedeln.
November 1959 Bulletin

Don't be surprised
if your mail increases. The Directors couldn't resist the
chance to offer our mailing list, since the
going rate is $2,000. You can always file
what you don't
want in the nearest
wastebasket.
December 1959 Bulletin

The Ski Club of Washington,
D.C. is
initiating an annual benefit program with
the long-term objective of building a continuing fund to support the development,
training, and racing competition of American ski competitors
for future winter
Olympic games. The goal is to provide
US. amateur
racers with the financial
backing comparable
to that long enjoyed
by European racers. Like most ski clubs in
the US., the SCWDC has already participated in the fund campaign to support the
US. team at the 1960 Winter Olympics at
Squaw Valley, California.
The problem,
however, is not so much to raise funds in
an Olympic year when public interest is
high as it is to train promising young amateur skiers in the intervening
years. Lack
of such support has placed American competitors
at a considerable
disadvantage
compared to their European counterparts.
As its first effort in this project, the Club is
sponsoring "Mountain
Magic" (a John Jay
film).
March 1960 Bulletin

A past president and devoted worker in
the Club for the past 20 years, Jack Davidson (left), was presented with the highest
honor the Club can bestow - an Honorary Life Membership.
May 1959 Bulletin
WORK PARTY
Over 50 cow-catchers and slope cleaners
were up in the West Virginia highlands
October 17-18 for the annual work party ..
.. The two little houses half-way up the
hill were to be re-located until sanitary engineers ran into rock strata at a depth of 6
inches. As a result, HE was moved but SHE
stayed put. Paint was applied to the first
aid hut with gay abandon and ... slopes
were carefully manicured by a bevy of
beauties while ruminating cows were not
amused.
Saturday night, 53 ski clubbers and their
Friends sat down to a Chicken dinner at
Mallow's .... Prexy Bob Ryan called the
tune for a rip-roaring square dance across
the glassy floor. There were a few traffic
jams among the four sets but no casualties.
November 1959 Bulletin
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The Demise of Cabin Mountain
by Gorman Young,

1985

The demise of the Cabin Mountain operation marked the end of an era. Although it
continued two ski seasons after the end of the 50's, what had begun 10 years before was soon
to end. The non-profit operation could not be maintained indefinitely with so much hard
work and responsibility falling on the shoulders of a few volunteers. The novelty had worn
off, especially with competition from new ski areas blossoming like spring flowers with new
T-bars and fancy warming huts. No one wanted to get fine ski clothes soiled and torn on a
"nasty old rope tow."
In recent years the Cleavers passed on, new owners took over and a few years ago the hotel
burned to the ground.

The end of the Cabin Mountain era, however, was the start of a new age of skiing. By now
the state of West Virginia had "seen the light". SCWDC had proved the enormous potential of
skiing as a recreational activity compatible with state park objectives. Within another few
years, the state built the new Canaan Valley Ski Area on Weiss Knob near Cabin Mountain
and subsequently acquired land and built the present day Canaan Valley State Park Lodge
offering golf, tennis, skiing, hiking and other recreational pursuits - a boon to all who seek
the good outdoor life in the glorious mountains of West Virginia.
The Club continues its long relationship with West Virginia skiing today. SCWDC racers
compete annually against other clubs at Canaan Valley for the Blankenship Trophy during
Ski-O-Ree weekend, several cross-country trips are sponsored there each year, and Winter
Carnival, although no longer a West Virginia event, remains a solid SCWDC tradition.

Toast To Cabin Mountain
SCWDC presidents of the 1950'5 during a
champagne toast at the Club's first Past
Presidents Reception, September, 1983.
(left to right) Art Kurle (1955), Ralph Teunis
(1956), jewell Blankenship (1957), Bob Ryan
(1959), Paul Tarver (1953), Gorman Young
(1951) and john McAdams (1953).
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Davis ...

Memoirs

of a Bygone Era

November

1973 SCWDC

Davis ... Davis, West Virginia ... D-AV-I-So How Far is it to Davis? The road
map says 180 miles. Don't you believe it.
It's 25,000 miles. The symbol of banana
belt skiing, the place where all of us oldtime Washingtonians
learned to ski, is
gone Forever. "How about Canaan?" you
say. Sure, Canaan is at Davis and it looks
great, but it is not the real Davis ....
Perhaps 1 should establish the era beFore
1 write another word ... this story really
began in the middle Fihies!!' ... Hopetully,
several thousand will read this little article, but only a Few ... will be filled with
nostalgia.
How many of you remember that soFt
little voice that answered the carpool number all hours of the day and night? How
could anyone ever Forget Dorothy Pratt,
who never rested or went skiing herself
until the last rider got matched up with a
driver? ....
Once I was standing in the lift line and
Dorothy went by at a high rate of speed.
There was a look of Fright on her Face,
which for some reason was a habit with
her. A man standing by me was aghast, For
naturally he assumed that this poor little
lady was out of control. I assured him that
Dorothy was skiing long before he was
born ....
Can you believe that the lift Fee was one
dollar For our members ... and a room at
any of the rooming houses was $2?
Davis, the little ghost town with nothing going for it but depleted coal mines,
was booming. Even a central room rental
office was set up, and you better call them
and not go to Davis without reservations.
The Few who happened to know already
how to ski taught the rest of us clumsy
yokels For Free. 1 can still see a pretty
young girl conducting her class, with her
pony tail Elapping in the wind. As 1 look
back, f don't believe that her ski pants
were as baggy as the other girls. Somebody
told me that her name was Nancy Monacelli. 1 was always sorry that f wasn't in
HER class. 1 can still hear George Hunter,
(MY instructor) say, "just pretend that you
have a barrel of beer in your arms, and
when you want to make a snow plow turn,
just move the barrel to one side".
Then, of course, there was Bessie. Bessie
Couch, who so patiently taught the Children's
classes.
The memory
oE the
SCWDC
carnival at Blackwater Falls
Lodge ... 1 sat at the banquet table with
Bessie on my right and Roger Peabody oE
USEASA on my left. Bessie excused herself

The Cabin Mountain

Drift

to go powder, and when aFter an unusually
long delay had not returned, husband Ed
and f went looking. We asked a woman
coming out oE the Ladies room iF she had
seen a girl in a yellow satin evening gown
. . . "Yes, she is in there lying on the
Floorll" 1 carried Bessie up the stairs, while
someone went For Dr. Loren Kerr. 1 am
sure that Dr. Kerr couldn't possibly have
realized that this was perhaps the first
maniFestation of the insidious cancer that
was to claim Bessie's wonderful life soon
after.
Later that evening 1 remember seeing
the prettiest little girl in the world sipping
a soda in the coffee shop. 1 stood watching
for several minutes and wishing that f was
about 13. f asked several people before 1
found one who knew she was Warren Gilbertson's daughter.
We all had our Favorite "hotels". Mine
was the "Sheraton" Sheetz, or as some of
the others said, "The Sheetz House".
Which one of you has eaten Ma Sheetz's
hot bread and heard her return thanks beFore every meal? 1 remember hearing Bill
Archer, who is normally very soft-spoken,
shouting at Me, because we never knew
whether or not her hearing aid was working. The first time 1 ever met her she asked
me iF f knew the doctor in Washington? f
never had the heart to tell her that we have
more than one, but always assumed that
she was talking about Bob or Ralph
Teunis.
.
It was at the Sheetz House that 1 spent
the night Furnishing Larry Fagg aspirins
for his sprained ankle. As 1 recall, he was
still in his cast when he served !;CWUC as
Vice President.
The sleeping
arrangements
at Ma
Sheetz's were very fascinating, and if
you'll ask me sometime when 1 have had a
drink, I'll fill you in on a Few unprintable
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details. The late Dudley White kept clear
of all entanglements
by sleeping on the
living room Eloor.
The day 1 saw them bring Joan Hauswirth down the hill on a tobaggan with a
broken leg ... little did f think that she too
would be gone within a Few years, and that
we would honor her memory with a memorial trophy.
A short time ago 1 tried to get back to
Davis. 1 Found Mallows still standing majestically by its lake .... [1] always heard
that they had the best parties
The
Worden Hotel was still there
The Fraternal Order of the Eagles is still in business. It was a private club, complete with
peephole. They automatically blanketed in
all SCWDC members as members of the
FOE. You knocked,
and they looked
through the peephole. If you had a parka
on, you were in. They had a local band on
Saturday nights ....
As f think back, we only skied halF the
time at Davis ... we spent the other half
speculating about how much money Robert Barton, III had. Bob came straight from
Richmond high society (we heard), and
bought his own mountain, which incidentally today is Canaan. There was endless
speculation about how long a handsome,
rich, young Richmond society boy would
stay in Davis. The day f tried to go back to
Davis f learned that Bob married a local
girl, and is still there!
After spending several hours in Davis,
and filled with nostalgia, 1headed for Cabin Mountain. Irene's house, barn, and all
of the outbuildings are gone.
f stood for several mtmnes, just luvkillg
. .. taking my last look at Irene's magnificent mountain.
It started to rain. I was glad. Now the
moisture that was gathering around my
eyes wouldn't be so noticeable.
by Wendel Allen

93

CABIN

MOUNTAIN
REVISITED
April 1985 SCWDC

Our excitement
spread like a warm
smile as the crystal blue sky replaced a
grey and foreboding
morning. The West
Virginia terrain our little expedition would
be facing was described ... as a Y2 mile of
cross-country
style poling through
untouched snow which lay in deceptive drifts
up to 19 feet deep ....
Our final destination and the purpose of
the trip was to investigate the possibility
of reopening "the Drift" in 1986 as a part
of the Club's upcoming 50th Anniversary
celebration
....
Our group of seven left the triple chair
lift [at Canaan Valley Ski Resort] ... and
headed for an area called Dark of the
Moon. From there we followed each other
single file through some of the most beautiful country we've ever seen. Earlier in the
day specks of frost blew off the snow- co v-

The 50th anniversary
trip on February
21-23, 1986 to Cabin Mountain
occurred
more than 30 years after SCWDC opened
its ski area there and 50 years after the
Club's first overnight ski trip to Glencoe,
Pennsylvania
on February 22-23, 1936.

ered trees filling the air with sparkling
light before falling ....
Now the tiny ice
crystals lay on the unbroken
snow dazzling us from every side.
[When we arrived above the drift] the
other six pioneers, eager to experience the
magnificent
new snow, took off-leaving
behind the winding trails of skiers in their
glory.
I tried to imagine the sound of the old
rope tow with all its eager passengers and
the no longer existing farm house below.
The road is still there, and the apple trees
and the drift.
Months
of planning
and anticipation
ended in a few seconds of snowy descent.
We toasted our adventure
and the drift
with a welcome thimbleful of Cognac before our jeep ride back to year 1985.
by Kathy Hayes

The drift at its best for
sance trip (top left) and
year (below). Nineteen
pants walked up the
down and to video
archives.

(Above) Anita and Bob Barton (back row)
join SCWDC members including joeni
Powell, and Phyllis and Jewell Blankenship for Club's 50th anniveu;ary trip to ski
the drift.
February 1986
(Below) 1986 Winter Carnival in Lake Placid, New York revived many Club traditions including the Blessing of the Skis.
Catholic priest with Susan Weaver, a Winter Carnival leader and Queen.
March 1986

the 1985 reconnaisat its worst the next
of the trip particidrift for one trip
the event for the

BLESSING

OF THE SKIS

Almighty Father, as we see the great beauty that surrounds us, we come to You for
Your blessing. We ask You to bless these
skiers and protect them as they challenge
Your nature. We ask You to bless these
skis that they may guide those on them to
the fullness of their purpose, and may all
who are gathered here always see Your
love for us in the beauty that is around us.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
Editor's Note: SCWDC has begun investigating the possibility of declaring the drift
an historical site.
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